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hope the Bill will be passed speedily so
that the municipality may get the plant
which is so urzently required.

On motion by Hon. J. Cornell debate ad-
Journed,

House adjowrned at 107 pm.

Rcgislative Hssembly,

Tuesday, 6th November, 1928,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

SELECT COMMITTEE—TOWN PLAN-
NING AND DEVELOFMENT BILL.

Extension of Time.

On motion by Mr. Clydesdale, the time
for bringing up the select committee’s re-
port was extended to the 20th November.

BILL—ELECTORAL DISTRICTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Third Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon.
Boulder) [4.35]: I move—

That the Bill be now read a third time.

P. Collier—

ME. THOMSON (Katanning) [+36]: I
move—

That this Order of the Da} be adjourned to
enable me, in -aceordance with Standing Order
297, te place a notice op the Notice Paper.

Motion put and negatived.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. THOMSON: 1 amend

ment—

That ‘‘now’’ be struck out with a view &
inserting other words.

Hon. G. Taylor: You must give reason
for that.

Mr. THOMSON: I propose to do so
Some of them will be personal, whilst other
will be as showing thai the House shoul
have an opportunity for further consider
ing the Bill, Io 1923, wlen a similar Bil
was adopted, the discussion started at 2.4
pm. on Thursday, the 25th January, an
was completed at 7.47 p.an. on the Friday
after a continuous sitting of 2914 hours.

The Minister for Justice: There was a lo
of opposition to that Bill.

Mr. THOMSON: The motion I had de
sired to move was on similar lines to on
which the Premier himself moved in thi
House on a Bill of the same character
namely, that the Bill be referred to a selec
committee. Had I lbeen here during thi
second reading, I would have endeavourec
to have the Bill referred to a select commit
tee in exactly the same terms as the Premia
himself moved in 1923. One of the reason:
why I am asking that this Bill be deferrer
or recommitted is that members should haw
an opportunity to go mere closely into u
than they have done. Tor a Bill providing
for a rvedistribution of seats to he intro
duced on the Tuesday and pass all its stage:
except the third reading by the Thursday
certainly is something quite unusual.
want to give some of the reasons why I d¢
not think the Bill is quite fair. We find thal
the population of the metropolitan area i:
1,131 persons to the square mile of that area

Mr. Marshall: On a point of order. 1
should like a ruling as to whether the hon.
member is in order in discussing the nature
of the Bill on a motiox fto pestpone the
third reading of ihe Bill,

Hon. G. Taylor: Neot to posipone.

Mr. SPEAKER: Up fo the present the
hon, member is giving his reasens for pro-
posing to omit the word “now,” and he is
in order.

Mr. THOMSOX: That is to say, in an
arca of 136 square miles we have 154,873
persons, Taking so much of the rest of the
State as is considered rural, which includes
all country towns, we have an area of
975,730 square miles with an average of
013 persons per square mile,

ILOYVEe an
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Mr. North: Do those figures include Fre-
mantle ¥

My, THOMSON: XNeo, I have not in-
eluded Fremsantle. I know that in such a
Bill we do not altogether relate the votes
to the area under consideration. But we
know that the Government did accept that
principle and urged this House to accept it
when the main roads grant was made avail-
able by the Federal Government on a basis
of three-fifths of the population and two-
fifths of the area of the State. Therefora
I maintain that, in respect of at least some
of the seats, this House should in justice
appoint a select committee to go carefully
into the schedule submitted to us, with a
view to proposing amendments that might
be more aeceptable to some members of the
House. Going back to the 5th December, 192,
we find the Premier made this staiement—

It scems to me this Bill was considered, not

with a view to conserving the public intercsts
and giving fair, reasopable and equitable re-
presentation, hut Jargely as to its effect on the
political partics in this State. There can he
no question about that. Those districts re-
sponsible mainly, if not entirely, for the maj-
ority sitting behind the Government have heen
generously treated.
We might be able to deal with that phase un
this oceasion if we had z sclect committee,
the members of which would be able to go
carefully into the position. On page 1984 of
“Hanszard” for 1922 we find the same hon.
zentleman saying “that the grouping of the
central goldfields, introduced in 1911, was
the most notorious, outrageous, gerrymander-
ing Act ever perpetrated.” Some of us might
be excused if we said that even in the Bill
hefore us is a cerfain amount of gerry-
mandering. One might ask why an electorate
like Bunbury should have a minimum of
3,305 electors, why Albany should have a
m'nimum of 3,305 electors and why Northam
also should have a minimum of 3,305 elec-
tors? But what do we find to-day? We find
in the Bill we are considering that there are
lour seals held by Ministers of the Crown,
namely, Boulder, Brownhill-Tranhoe, Han-
nans and Kalgoorlie——

Mr. Lutey: Brown Hill-Ivanhoe is not
held by a Minister of the Crown.

Mr. THOMSON: Well, those four seats
are held by three Ministers of the Crown and
the Chairman of Committees who, perhaps,
will one day have the honour to be a Min-
ister of the Crown. One never knows. How-
ever, I am just drawing attention to the fact
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that those seats have a minimum of 1,583
electors. I should like to ask, in the language
of the Premier in 1923, why those seats
should have such a small quota, while the
agrieultural seats have a quota of 3,305%
Why should Bunbury, Geraldton and Albany
have a minimum of 3,305 while the populous
towns of Brown Hill-Ivanhoe, and Kalgoor-
lie and Boulder have a minimum of 1,583,
representing an advantage over the agricul-
tural districts of 1,722 electors?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I have allowed
the hon. member to proceed with a view to as-
certaining exaelly the purpose lhe had in
view in moving that the word “now” be
omitted, and T find he is discussing the ap-
pointment of a select committee to eonsider
the Bill. That is distinetly ont of order. I
refer the hon. member to Standing Order
202—

No motion for referring the Bill to a select
committee shall be considercd after the Chair-

man of the Committer of the whole House
shiall have been reported on the R

The Chairman of Comumittees has reported,
and therefore it is impossible now to move
a motion for the appointment of a select
committee. Accordingly the hon. member is
out of order in discussing a matter that is
not before the House, and cannot at any
future stage of the Bill be before the
HOHSC.

Mr. TBOMSON: Very well, Sir, I shall
not disagrec with your ruling, though I
thought the matter was covered by Standing
Order 297, which reads—

No amendment shall be made in, and no new
clauses shall be added tuv, any Bill recoinmit-
ted on the third rcading, unless notice thercof
has been previously given.

Mr. SPEAKER: That is an entirely dif-
ferent point.

Mr. THOMSON: However, I am giving
my reasons why the third reading should
not be carried while the Bill is in its present
form. I am drawing the attention of the
House to the analogy of the position in 1903,
when the members of the present Govern-
ment considered it unfair that goldfields
towns should have a larger quota than they
have at present. From my point of view the
four goldfields towns should certainly have
the same quota as the agricultural seats.
Tt is vemarkasble how opinionz chance
as the result of occupancy of the Treasury
bhench. The present Premier said in 1923
that it was an absolute faree to submit the
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matter to & comumission, as office boys could
make a subdivision of the electorate in
accordance with the instruections laid down
in the Bill, One migh{ retort that what was
a farce at that date has now become, in the
Government's opinion, something very de-
sirable.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: A virtue,

Mr. THOMSON: The Leader of the Op-
position must feel gratified that notwith-
standing the 27%% hours’ strenuous opposi-
tion he and his Cabinet encountered in con-
nection with the Bill of 1923, the principle
of that Bill has been accepted now as a
foundation and framework for a redistribn-
tion of seats. I desire to refresh the
memories of some members who are sup-
porting the Bill. The 1923 measure was
debated elause by clanse and letter by let-
ter. A strenuous opposition to it was led
by Mr. Angwin, who on page 2898 is re-
ported as saying—

The goldficlds have not, under thiz Bill, the
representation they deserve. The North-West
should retain four seats, which would have an
average of 1,064 electors,  The pgoldfields
should be united instead of being in two arcas.
Later he says the goldfields should have
ten seats. On page 2900 he states—

The largest agricultural Jistriet in this
State, Nertham, is right on the doorstep of
Perth, and it will have a minimum of 2,995
electors, Yet when we come to Ealgoorlie, 400
miles away, the Premier requires a quota of
3,413. In Avon he will probably give a quota
of about 2,400, Is that a just redistribution
of sealaf This i9 one of the biggest seandals
in the history of the Chamber. It is worse
than the 1911 redistribution, which the people
so emphatically condemned.

The then Deputy Leader of the Opposition
also moved the following proviso :-—

Provided that the electors in each district of
the goldfields central area shall not exceed the
average of the eleetors in the agricultural area.
Those views, expressed by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition, were ably sup-
ported by all the members of the party. One
clause of the 1923 Bill was debated for 5%
hours. T congratulate the then Opposition
on the excellent fight they put up.

The Minister for Mines: There is a more
reasnnable Bill now.

Mr. THOMSON: I fail to see that the
position is more reasonable when the mini-
mum for the goldfields central towns 1is
1,583 electors. I have as many electors as
that in the town of EKatanring, One may
reasonably contend that similar eonsidera-
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tion should be extended to the agricultural
distriets, 1 strongly support the remark of
the member for Subiaco (Mr, Richardson),
that it was a pity more people were not out
in the country producing wealth instead of
living in the metropolitan area. For the
information of the House T wish to quote
from the “Statistical Abstract” figures of
wealth production for last year. Agricul-
ture produced £11,803,584, the pastoral in-
dustry £5,378,815, dairying and poultry and
bee farming £1,643,863, forestry and fish-
cries £2,673,301, and mining £2,466,581; a
total of £23,066,144, Dividing that total by
the number of electors, 105,823, shows that
the production of wealth was slightly over
£226 per adult, male or female, Manufaec-
turing in the metropolitan area produced
£5,849,0106, which total, divided by the num-
ber of clectors, 108,866, shows a produetion
of wealth equal to approximately £45 per
head. Taking the matter from a wealth-
producing point of view—a peint which
should receive consideration—the quotas of
the Bill are not sueh as will give equitable
and just representation to those who are
carrying the burden and producing the
wealth of this State. Aceordingly I move
my amendment.

Amendment put, and negatived on the
voices,

My. THOMSON: Divide!

The Minister for Railways: There was
only one aye.

The SPEAKER: I am not sure.

Mr. THOMSON: Very well, Mr. Speaker,
let it go.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time, and transmitted
to the Counecil.

BILL—DOG ACT AMENDMENT.

Retorned from the Couneil with amend-
ments,

BILL—QUARRY RAILWAY
EXTENSION,

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 30th OQectober.
HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-

tham) [4.59]: I am glad that we are to
have another industry established in this
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State, an indusiry producing n eommaodity
for which we pay so much. DBefore the
Bill passes through Commiitee, however,
there are some puinis that require consid-
eration. One is that the proposed railway
will eross various streets. I do not know
whether the local anthorities have becn
consulted on that matter. The point is
that it is a fairly long line of railway, anmil
other industries may be established in the
vicinity, It will be a privately-owned raii-
way and [ think we should make provision
thal will enable sidings to he put in where-
ever they may be required should other
industries be cstablished. To do so would
be to do merely what is right. The com-
pany will have thé right to take the rail-
way across strects and over property. T
do not think we should give them the auth-
ority that is sought in the Bill unless the
Government retain the right to construet
sidings if necessary. There is another
point that should reecive consideration. T
refer to the extraordinary elause that pro-
vides that the company may use any kind
of fuel in the engines. 1 do not know
whether that refers to refuse from the
works when they are in operation. I do
not know whether the burning of that
material would canse a nuisance to the
people in this locality. If the Minister will
lock into these points, particularly into the
question of reserving the right to put in
sidings, and to the reason for the inclnsion
of the extraordinary clause regarding the
burning of fuel, T shall be content to allow
the Bill to go through. We onght to do
all we can to encourage the establishment
of industries in onr midst and to see that
they are not unduly loaded by payments
due to the Government for services that
may, or may nof, be rendered, and to the
munieipality concerned in respect of other
considerations. We should all weleome the
proposal to establish snch an extensive in-
dustry. and T am glad to lend my support
to the Bill.

MR. LINDSAY (Toodyay) [53]: Tha
members of the Couniry Party alzso have
pleasure in supporting the Bill. It may at
least have the result of enabling the peo-
ple of this State to have a store of sugar
on hand and thus avoid the possibility of
again being placed on rations, shonld there
he a reecurrence of troubles that have
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caused difliculties in the past. I believe this
is the last ehain in the establishment of
works of this deseription at various Aus-
tralian ports, and I trust that it will re-
sult in the employment of a number of
people as well as providing reserve stores
of sugar. When the Minister introduced
the Bill, he regretted the fact that the re-
linery was to be established on the banks
of the river. We may all regret that faet,
but at the same it is much better to have
the factory established even on the banks
of the river, rather than not have it estab-
lished at all. 1 am glad to support the
second reading of the Bill far the estab-
lishinent of an industry that is so necessary
for Western Australia.

MR. LATHAM (York) [54]: I hope
that, as the result of the passing of this
legislation, encouragement will be given to
the people of the northern portions of the
State to commence growing sugar cane.
That question has been mentioned here sev-
eral times, and if the motion that has
been moved by the member for Gascoyne
(Mr. Angelo) is carried, it will probably
lead to the growing of sugar canc in the
North. There is no advantage to be gained
in encouraging the people there to go in
for that industry, unless we provide means
for dealing with their product dewn south.
1f the company lends encouragement to the
people in the North to go in for that
industry, the production will be very con-
siderable. I hope the works will prove
snecessful and that many people will go in
for sugar cane production. I also hope that
it will enable us to make use of our sugar
heet that can be grown so suecessfully in
Western Australia and partieularly in the
Avon valley, in the low-lying parts where
the ground has the appearance of being
salty. At the present time the sugar beet
is nsed for feeding to stock. I have seen
some beautiful samples of sugar beet and
I bope the factory that will be established
at North Fremantle, will prove so suceess-
ful that it wilt be able to take all the sugar
beet that can he produced here, as well as
the sugar eane. I hope the factory will be
established at an early date.

On motion by Mr, Chesson, debate ad-
journed.
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BILL—EDUCATION,

In Committee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister
for Agriculture in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 6—agreed to.
Clause 7—Appointment of officers:

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I move an amendment—

That at the end of Subclause 3 the follow-
ing words be added:— 'except as therein pro-
vided.”’

The subelause says that teachers shall not
be subject to the Public Service Aect,
1904, but the Director of Education and
other officers are appointed under the
provisions of that Act. It has not heen the
practice for teachers to be appointed by the
Public Service Commissioner, but by the
department.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Why, then,
have a Public Service Commissioner?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Public Service Commissioner has his
hands fairly full with the work he has to
undertake mow. The department should
deal with the appointment and transfer of
teachers. The same practice is adopted in
connection with the railways and the police.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Public Service Commissioner shonld have
some say in the appointments referred to
by the Minister. All public officials should
be under the Public Service Aet, and should
have the right to any appointment within
the service. I do not know why teachers
should not have the same right as anyone
else to enter the Public Service, but they
cannot do so unless they are subject to the
Act. Should a young man prove unsuitable
as a teacher, he should have the right to join
some other branch of the Public Service.
I see nothing but advantage in having
teachers brought under the provisions of the
Public Serviee Act, and nothing so had as
subjecting them to the control of a Minister.
The Minister for Agriculture was wrong
when he said that the railways were con-
trolled by the Minister for Railways.

The Minister for Railways: No, by the
Railway Commissioner.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELI:: He has
the right to make appointments of officers
with salaries up to £400 a year. All officers
in the service should be at the eall of the
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Government to 6l any positions for which
they are better snited than is anyone else.
Those not under the Act are suffering a dis-
advantage. An officer of this House cannot
secure an appointment in the Civil Service.
Probably 90 per cent. of the disadvantages
that those outside the veal service suffer is
due to their not being under the Act and to
there bing no one to proteet them. The
clause provides that the Minister may trans-
fer or promote teachers. Probably no one
is so ill-equipped as the Minister for that
job., Transfers and promotions shounld be
made on the recommendation of the
Director. I understand those words were
struek out in another place.

The Minister for Justice:
again,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T should
be glad to do so if the Minister would
temporarily withdraw his amendment. Of
course the Minister could econsult the
Director, but it is not necessary that he
should do so. All the teachers shounld be
subjeet to the Public Service Act, even if
they are not directly controlled by the
Public Service Commissioner. They should
certainly have the protection of the Act.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
In striking out the words mentioned by the
Leader of the Opposition, another place
took the view that as the measure was to he
administered by the Minister, he should be
directly responsible. The Director, however,
would recommend and the effect would he
the same.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Why have a
Publie Service Commissioner at all?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
This does not affect the position as regards
the Pnblic Service Commissioner, who will
still deal with the appointment of the higher
officials. Tt has not heen the practice nf the
Public Serviee Commissioner to appoint
teachers. When the Publie Serviece Bill was
under consideration in 1904, a select com-
mittee e¢onsidered that teachers should he
excluded from the Act and they were ex-
clnded.

Hon. Sir James Mitchel}:
made a mistake.

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICUT.TURE:
T should oppose their being brought under
the contro]l of the Public Service Commis-
sioner now. To allow the Leader of the
Orpogition to move his amendment, T ask
leave to withdraw my amendment.

Put them in

I think they
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Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL - 1
move—
That after *‘‘may,’’ in Suobelause 2, the

words ‘‘on the reccommendation of the Diree-
tor?’? he inserted.

The Publiec Service Commissioner dous this
work for other appointments and, if the
Director is to do within the Education De-
partment what the Public Serviece Commis-
sioner does for the rest of the service, he
should le rerquired to recommend.

Hon, G TAYLOR: I agree with the
amendment. The Director holds a highly
technical position, and a layman such as the
Minister would not he able to handle the
stafl so well. People could gain the ear of
the memher for the district to sugoest that
2 certain teacher was too good for a eertain
school and should be transferrved to a more
congenial place where his salary would bhe
higher, and the Minister might make the

transfer. A transfer sbould be accom-
panied by a rvecommendation from the
Director. It would then he more difficult

for a teacher to secure a transfer in the
manner I have suggested. The Director's
first consideration wounld be the efficieney of
the staff and political feelings would not
weigh with him. If the Director’s recom-
mendation was not acted on by the Minister,
Parliament could call him to aceount.

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
T move an amendment—

That in Subclavse 3 the words ‘‘execept as
therein provided’’ be added.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,

as amended, agreed to.
Clause 8—agreed to.

Clause 9—Power (o cstablish and main-
tain schools:

Mr. TIIOMSON : An important phase of
instruction appears to he totally ignored,
and T hope the JMinister will aceept an
amendment to give rural schools a definite
place in the curriculum. The establishment
of the Muresk Agrienltural College is some-
thing for which we asked for years, but
more attention should be given to rural
education. Children are apparenily edu-
eated on a curriculum applying to the whale
of the State. I am not questioning the bene
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fits derived from the instruction imparted,
but in the country districts we should have
more specialists in rural industry. During
our visit to the Midland districts last week,
we had an excellent example of what eoull
be accomplished by one teacher in the way
of experimental ptots. I believe the Govern-
ment are appeinting him an agriealtural ad-
viser. We have in Perth n Technical School
where youths desirous of learning wool
classing may obtain instruction. Tt wonld
be interesting to know from the Minister
in how many centres outside the mefropoli
tan area wool classing is being taught. I
seems to me that this is a clause in which
the word “rural” should be inserted. I move
an amendmeni—

That in Yine 7, between ‘°clementary’’ and
“tyocondary’’ the word ‘‘rural’’ he juserted.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The clanse as drafted is all-embracing; it
gives the Minister all fhe power he needs
and the insertion of the word “rural” will
not give any additional power. It cannat be
said that the Government have wnot given
attention to rural edueation,

Mr. Thomson: I did not suggest that.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Further, if the word “rural” is inserted, I
presume we shall be expected to provide the
teachers who will give that rural eduea.
tion. How can we possibly do that in small
country centres?  The hon. member alse
mentioned woal classing, We could not ex-
peet teachers in some of the country schoois
to be authorities on wool classing. 1 have
discussed the matter with the Director of
Agriculture and when we set out to give
definite instruction in respeet of agrieultnre
it is necessary to provide someone who has
the knowledge, and the ability to impart
that knowledge to others. I assure the hon.
member that evervthing that can be done
will he done and that the clause as it is
drafted will give all the authority that is
required,

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: The in-
clugion of the word will not alter the Min-
ister’s responsibility. Therefore is it worth
while opposing the amendment? We arc
already engaged in rural edneation and we
might spend some money, perhaps, in pro-
viding suitable books. In that way we may
be able fo do more than by limited teach-
ing that untrained people ean give, T do
not know that the amendment need be op-
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posed, and I do not know that the hou.
member need insist upon it. We shall get
the same result either way.

Mr. THOMSON: I have been in the
House 14 years and in that time the Kdu-
cation Estimates have been freely discussed
on many oceasions. All the same, we could
count up the number of rural schools on
the fingers of our hands, Now that we are
dealing with an amendment to the Education
Act, I think we might include in the Bill
before us the proposal that I suggest.

The Minister for Railways: Is it not
technical education?

My, THOMSON: Assuming it 1s, how
many fechnieal schools have we in the State?
We have one in Kalgoorlic ang one in the
metropolitan area,

The Minister for Railways: We have
classes all over the State dealing with fech-
nical subjects.

Me. THOMSON: Generally speaking,
technieal education, as applied by the Edu-
cation Department, bhas consisted of in-
structing hoys in woodwork, plumbing,
bricklaying, and the various crafts. If we
go to the Technical Schoo!l in Perth we find
the students there learning wool classing,
and that the greater part of the money
being expended there is expended in tech-
nical education in its generally aceepted
meaning. If it is right that that should
be so in the metropolitan area, we should
lay it down as part and parcel of onr edu-
cation system that in country distriets rural
education should be part of the eurriculum.
T have heard it said that if an amendment
does no good, it does not do any harm, in
which case the amendment I have submitted
should he allowed to pass.

The CHAIRMAN: Rural and technical,
according to the manner in which the hon.
member is arguing, are practically one and
the same thing. Moreover, the hon. mem-
ber's amendment may entail additional ex-
pense on the State and on that account T am
douhtful whether it is in order.

Mr. THOMSON: I maintain that it will
not involve additional expense.

Hon. (. Taylor: It would mean the ap-
pointment of more teachers or less attention
being paid to other subjects.

Mr. THOMSON: Why should it? At
Moora the other day therc was one of the
finest exhibits of wheat, and the greatest
variety of seed wheats grown by school
children, that I have ever seen.
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The CHAIRMAN: I am disposed to
think that this amendnent will entail added
cost.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: If that were
s0, the Minister himself could put it in.

Mr, THOMSON: It will not entail any
extra expense, for we will not send out any
more teachers info country districts than at
present. But instead of training them as
we do to-day on a set sysiem, we shall be
able to train certain of them in agricultural
subjects. I urge the Minister to accept the
amendment. It should be an instruetion te
the Education Department that more atien-
tion must be paid to rural education.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I do not oppose the
amendment, but I think the Commitiee
should be advised by the Minister as to
whether there is any necessity for it.

The Premier: There is none,

Hon. ¢. TAYLOR: Unless the teachers
had received instruction in rural subjects,
they would not be able to impart the know-
ledge to the children. 1t would be necessary
to have a teacher trained in that subject, and
he would travel from school to school, spend-
ing an hour or so at each, and that, of
course, would mean additional expense to
the department,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1In a
State like this, particalarly in the country,
everybody’s mind by tuition should be in-
clined to agriculture. If a child’s mind is
directed along the proper channel, nothing
but good can come of if. In the past we
have been given to understand that a plant
erowing in one distriet or one country will
not grow in another. To-day we know that
is wrong, but we know it only by reading.
Potatoes, it is established, came from the
Andes and spread the world over, while
apples eame £rom the shores of the Caspian
Sea and spread the world over. Half-a-
dozen hooks in the school library would
serve to teach the children a very great deal
abont these things, Tt is the sort of know-
ledge that helps to broaden the mind., and
it onght to he instilled into the ehildren.
It is easy enough to teach them to dig and
fertilise and put in the seed. but broader
ideas should be communicated to them.
They should be taught why these things are
done. Thev shonld be enconrazed to read
the story of the life of Burbanks, that emi-
nent hortienlturist. If we eonld afford the
monev to put snch hooks into the school
libraries, we should he doine a great deal
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more to advance the cause of agriculture
than by giving the children a little know-
ledge through teachers who themselves have
not had time to aequire very great famil-
tarity with the art of agriemlture. In our
technical schools we teach everything per-
taining to mining, and in our high schools
we teach chemistry and things pertaining to
agriculture. In cur smaller schools we
should influence the children by providing
a small library of attractive books, not so
much on agriculture, as dealing with various
phases of agriculture, Despite all that
science has done, it is said that no acre in
the world is doing all that it should be
doing. We should help our children to de-
velop the agrieultural instinet. However,
I believe that all these things are covered
by the clause,

The Minister for Justice: Yes, you could
not have a more embracing clause.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Wel), if
there is any doubt at all, we should have
the word “rural” inserted.

Mr. LATHAM: There would be no harm
in inserting the word. While in Canada 1
was struek with the system of edmeation in
the wheat-growing provinces, There the
whole basis of the educational system is
agriculture. Even in the cities, areas of
land around the schools are devoted to rural
edueation. I do not suppose we could apply
to our country schools the same eduecational
svstem as we can in the city, where we ecan
estahlish teehnical schools: but we conld
give our children edueation on a rural svs-
tem exaetly like that in Canada, where their
arithmetic and their reading are based on
agrienlture.  No harm would he done if
a aveat deal of atfention were civen to fhat
in this State. Apmain, if we were to educate
onr citv children to interrst themselves in
the rmral industries, probably there wonld he
a tendenev tn draw them from the oity
into conntrv life. Tnstead of that, we keep
our citv ehildren in the rity. althouch manvy
of the trades for which thev are prepared in
the teehnical schools are already over-san-
plied with Iabonr. The only true onenine in
this State lies in the extension of the pas.
toral and acrienltnral industries, Tt wonld
be verv wice if we based all our educatinn
on rtural edueation. T commend the hon.
member for havine moved the amendment,
and I hava it will be agreed tn.

Mr. TTONSON: Our party is partica-
larly keen on rural education. At the last
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clections it was one of the planks we placed
before the people, namely greater oppor-
tunity in the schools to obtain rural know-
ledge. I find in the dictionary that *rural”
means pertaining to the ecountry, as distinet
from eity or town, and pertaining to agri-
eulture or to farming. There is a greaf
difference between technical edueation and
rural education. I appeal to the Minister
to aceept ihe instruction which the amend-
ment conveys not only to the present Gov-
ernment but to future Governments,

The Minister for Agriculture: Rural in-
stroetion is given in the schools now.

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, because certain
teachers give it voluntarily. The inspeetor
does not examine the children in regard to
rural education. Rural industry being the
lifeblood of Western Australin, is it not fair
that eountry children should learn the things
pertaining to il?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The member for
Katanning has miseonstrued my remarks. I
do not oppose, and T do not think anyone
opposes, rural education. Aceording to the
hon. member’s dictionary definition, rural
schools are distinet from ecity schools. To
impart rural education, a teacher wonld
need to be trained in rural matters himself.
The Minister for Fducation would first have
to send the teachers to be instructed in rural
subjeets, There is nothing to prevent teach-
ers who have rural knowledge from impavt-
ing it to their pupils now. When the State
is spending £700,000 a year on edueation,
we should consider what value is being ob-
tained.

The Minister for Agriculture: All the ex-
perts of the Agrienltural Department lee-
ture to the stndents at the Training College.

Hon., G. TAYLOR: Then the object of
the amendment can he carried out without
loading up the Bill,

The Minister for Agriculture: It is being
carried out.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the fatlowing result:—
Aves .. .. .. 11

Noes .. . .. 19
Majority against .. 8
AYRS,
Mr. Ferguson Mr. Sampsoa
Mr. Griffiths M, Teesdale
Mr. Latbam Mr. Thomson

Mr. Mann Mr. North

1

Mr. Maley | Mr.C. P, Wansbrough
|

Sir James Mitchell 1

(Tellery
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Nons.

Mr. Chesson Mr. Milllngton

Mr. Collier Mr. Mupsle

Mr. Caverley Mr. Pantos

Mr, Cunningham Mr. Rowe

Miss Holman Mr. Bleeman

Mr. Kenneally Mr, A. Wansebrough

Mr. HKennedy Mr. Willcock

Mr, Lambert Mr. Withers

Mr. Lamopd Mr. Wilson

Mr. McCallum (Teller.)
PaAIRS.

ATES. NoEs.

Mr. J. M. 8mith Mr. W. D. Jobnsoa

Mr. Btubbsa Mr. Clydesdale

Mr, Qeorge Mr, Corboy

Amendment thus negatived.
Clanse put and passed.
Clause 10—Training of leachers:

Mr. THOMSON: Is any special consider-
ation given to rural interests in the training
of teachers?

The Minister for Agriculture: Yes, there
ia.

Mr. THOMSON : If the word “rural” had
been inserted in the last clanse, it would
have meant that special attention would have
been given to the training in rural subjects.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE :
Many teachers who go to country schoals
get only a 12-months’ eourse at the college.
The two-vears’ course is generally taken by
the male teachers, and they do get an all-
round knowledge, apart from the special
subjects they take, They are given oppor-
tanities to gain knowledge of all the sub-
jects whieh have been mentioned. I do not
know that their special studies in this req
speet arve described Wy the word “rural.”
They are given agrieultural subjects, and
so enthusiastie are thev that they seek cvery
opportunity to ohtain instruction from the
advisers of the Agricultural Colleges. As
to the possession of sufficient knowledge to
impart instruction in agricolture, I have
to point out that even those men who
have taken the diploma of agrieulture and
herome associated with the Agricultural De-
partment have to be trained hefore bheinc
sent ont as aprienltural advisers. T think
it ts nsking too much that teachers should be
qualified ns agricaltural advisers.

Mr. THOMSON: A portion of the eur-
riculum at the Training College enables
teachers, if they so desire, to speeialise in
agrienltural science and agrienltural know-
ledge cenerally.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr, THOMSON: I would like to have it-
clearly defined so that in the training of our
teachers, provision shall be made for those
who desire to go in for agriculiural educa-
tion, to take up that subject as part and
parcel of their work at the Training College.
I trust the discussion will show that in the
opinion of members sitting on the Opposi-
tion eross benches at least, not sufficient at-
tention is devoted to rural education. I am
sorry that the Minister has not been able to
give us-more information.

The Minister for Agriculture: You do
not know what information you want!

Mr. THOMSON: That is not a generous
remark for the Minister to make. I do
know what I want, and T pushed my require-
ments to the point of a division, in which
the Minister voted against me.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

The Minister for Agrieuiture: It is ungen-
erous for you to suggest thal atiention is
not being paid to rural education.

Mr. THOMSON: I say that insulfficient
attention is paid to that phase of the work.
The Minister is rather thin skinned. I did
not condemn the present Government in this
respect, but I condemned sll Governments. If
the eap fits, the Minister ean wear it as he
likes. I hope some good will arise from the
discussion that has taken place.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 11 to 13—agreed to.
Clause 14—Reasonable excuse :

Mr. NORTH: The clause deals with whal
shall be deemed a reasonable excuse for non-
attendance at school. Provision is made for
the furnishing of an excuse within seven
days and for the prodnction of a medieal
certificate if required by the Minister. Tn the
country distriets it could so happen that a
child would be ill and would have to stay
away from schoal and yet be quite well again
hefore the Minister could receive a report
about the child, by which time it would be im-
possible for the medical eertifieate to be pro-
vided. In such circumstances, a medical cer-
tificate should not he required. I move an
amendment—

That the followine words he added to the
elause:—*‘hut enlv in those cases where suh-
sequent jnvestigation by a medieal officer is
practicable in the circumstances.’’

The MINISTER FOR AGRTCULTURE:
The clause is more genercus than the section
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in the parent Aci. Whereas an interval of
seven days is allowed in the Aect, the Bill
goes further and provides that the excuse
may be forwarded within such extended time
as a court may deem reasonable in the cir-
cumstances. Then, again, the production of
the medical eertificate is necessary only if
required by the Minister. The whole idea of
the clause is that the regulations will not be
as strict as at present.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Clause 15—agreed to.

Clause 16—Penalties for neglect:

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The clause provides
penalties for the neglect of a parent to send
his child to school when that ehild is not less
than six or more than 14 years of age. A
child at 6 years is ton young to he compelled
to go to school. Tt will be time enough to
compel him to go to school when he is eight
years of age. I feel inclined to move an
amendinent to that effect, but I would be pre-
pared to accept a compromise at seven years
of age. In some instanees children have to
walk a mile or two to school, and a child six
vears of age is totally ineapahble of looking
after himself on such a trip. I move an
amendment—

That in line 1 of Subelause 1 the word
““gix’? be struck ont with a view to inserting
“fgeven’’ in lieuw,

Mr. STUBBS: I agree with the amend-
ment, but there is a danger to be feared. Tt
may be difficult to get the necessary attend-
ance to keep schools open in some of the
outhack areas if we increase the minimum
age fo seven years,

Hon. G. Taylor: The amendment will
merely mean removing the element of com-
pulsion. Parents will be able to send their
children to school, although those ehildron
may he less than six vears of age.

Mr, Marshall: That is not so, heeause
they will not take my child who iz under
six.

Mr. STUBRS: T we agree to the amend-
nent, it will be necessary to recommit the
Bill for the purpose of deating with Clause
13, which refers to compulsory attendance
and fixes the minimum age at not less than
$iX years.

Hon. G. Taylor: We can amend the pre-
sent elanse, and deal with Clause 13 on re-
committal.
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Mr. STUBBS: I mainizin that the enjoy-
ment of sunshine and healthy recreation out
of doors will be of more advantage to a
young child than attendance at school at
such a tender age. TIf the Minister can as-
sure the Committee thal the amendment, if
agreed to, will not have the effect of closing
up schools on aceount of insufficient attend-
ances of children between the ages of seven
years and 11 years, then 1 shall support the
amendment.

The CHAIRMAXN: The hon. member
should have moved his amendment to Clanse
13. It would be much better not to deal
with this clause until we have a deeision on
Clause 13 on recommittal. To copsider the
amendment now would be a contradietion
of what the Committee has alrcady passed.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: If the Minister wil
agree to rvecommit Clavse 13 in order that
the question might be diseussed, I shall
withdraw my amendment,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I have no objection to the principle being
discussed on the recommittal of Clause 13.

Mr, DAVY: I cannot see why the disens-
sion is out of order on this clause. Clause
13 sets forth the duty of a parent to sead
children of certain ages to school according
to their distance from school, and Clause 16
provides penalties. Tt would be logical to
impose a duty respecting certain children,
and to have a poenalty in respect of only
some of those children. The amendment is
that the penalty shall not be enforeed except
regarding children between the ages of eight
and 14,

The Premier: Tt might cause confusion if
we considered it now. T think we had better
constder it on recommittal.

Mr. LATHAM: Then I ask the Commit-
tee to give greater consideration to the
clause from the peint of view raised by the
member for Wagin., At present it is most
difficult to keep certain sshools open.

The CHAIRMAXN: The amendment is to
be withdrawn.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: On the Minister's as-
surance that he will recommit the Bill to
disenss Clanses 13 and 16, I ask leave to
withdraw the amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn,
Clause put and passed.

Clause 17—Employment of children of
compulsory age.
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The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I move an amendinent—
That Subelanse 4 be struek out.

The subclause reads—

A summons under this or any other section
of this Act may, if the court thinks fit, be
issued without payment of the preseribed fee
for the summons or complaint, and such sum-
mons shall be deemed to have been duly served
if it is sent by post as a registered letter ad-
dressed to the person ‘summoned at his usual
or last known place of abode.

I bave no great objecton to the subclause,
except for the reason stated by the Crown
Law Decpartment that if this departure is to
be made, it should take the form of an
amendment to the Justices Aet. If it were
inserted in this measure, a similar provision
might be deemed desirable in the Child Wel-
fare Aet, and to have exceptions distributed
over different Acts would cause endless con-
fusion. The provision was inserted in an-
other place, and has mwch fo commend it.

Mr. Davy: What is there to commend it?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It will simplify the procedure for notifying
a parent, Instead of incurring the expense
of serving a summons in the unsual way, the
summons may be served by post.  Thus,
parents wounld be relieved of some expense.

Mr. Marshall: How would it canse endless
econfusion? We do it under the Mining Act.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
There i5s more in the subelanse than meets
the eye. If a registered letter were senf, the
person to whom it was addressed might not
accept delivery. It is inadvisable to have an
amendment to the Justices Aet ineluded in
the Eduecation Aet.

Mr. DAVY: T agree with the Minister;
I cannoi sce why there shonld he different
ways of serving sammonses. There may he
some fairly serious offences under this meas-
ure—for instance, the offence of employing
during school hours any child under the age
of 14. Why snch a summons should he is-
sued without the small fee of 1s. for the
summons and 2s. for service is difficnlt to
understand.

Amendment put and passed; the elause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 18, 19—agreed to.

Clause 20—BIlind, deaf and mute child-
ren.

Mr. DAVY: T take it that if Clause 13
is amended an amendment fo this elause
will follow.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. G. Taylor: 1t will be consequential.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 21—agreed to.

Clause 22—Parents and citizens' associa-
tions:

Mr. SAMPSON: An annual subseription
of 1s. will entitle all persons to full mem-
bership. Is the Minister satisfied that that
will not eause irouble? It is conceivable
that the membership of some people would
not be in the interests of such associations.

The Minister for Agrienlture: What do
you suggest?

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 23 to 32—agreed to.

Clause 33—8chools other than Govern-
ment to keep registers of aftendance and
supply information:

Mr. NORTH: I would Like to ask whether
this elause will be interpreted literally In
other words, whether parents will be en-
titled to have their children away from
school. There may be cases where the par-
ents may be travelling to another place.
Should a child be awav four or five days,
what aetion would be taken?

The Premier: Just the snme as at a Gov-
ernment school,

The Minister for Agrienlture: This is
merely to do with the keeping of regisiers.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 34 to 3t6—agreed to.
Clause 37—Tenchers’ appeal hoard:

Me. DAVY: Paragraph {(d) of Subclause
5 has a familiar ring. It provides that the
teacher may conduct his case in person or
by an agent, but no legal practitioner shall
appear on behalf of the appellant or the
departmeni. An attempt scems to be made
in all these Acts regulating the right of
appeal of civil servanis to deprive them of
the proper means of being represented.

The Premier: Legal practitioners do
appear before the Public Service Appeal
Board.

Mr. DAVY: Yes, but not before appeal
hoards suech as this. There was a clause
similar to this inserted in the Police Bill
and under the Public Service Aet o man
has ne right to have legal renresentation
hefore an appeal hoard. True. lecal repre-
sentatives appear before the Public Service
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Appeal Board, but thai is noi a tribunal
to deal with an appeal against dismissal or
in connection with the charge of an offence.
\Withont mentioning any names I may allode
to an experience I had a little while back.
A man was charged with incompetence and
was dismissed from the service. He desired
to appeal, as he was allowed to do under
the Ael, and he came to me. I had to tell
him that I could not appear for him. Al-
though he was by no means a fool he was
a singularly inartienlate person, and he
could not battle it out for himself
with his tongue. I bhave no doubt
that if that man had been successfully re-
presented the decision might bave been
other than that given. Under a eclause
of this sort where a man is charged with
miseonduct or a breach of regulations and
is liable to be fined or transferred or re-
duced in grade or dismissed, he should be
permitted to employ whom he chooses, [
have no doubt whatever that in the past
injustices have heen suffered owing to the
existence of legislation of this kind, I
move an amendment—

;I‘hat paragraph (d) of Subelause 5 be struck
out.

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am not aware that teachers have asked
that this should be deleted. If what the
hon. memhber desires is permitted, inevit-
ably it will become a general practice and
then, of eoursze, the gquestion of expense
will enter very seriously into the matter.
I admit that probably more efficient repre-
sentation will be secured by permitting
legal representation, but in the past the
practice has been, if the teacher has not
been able to conduet his own case, to em-
ploy an officer of the association. I should
say that a fair representation would thus
be obtained. Although these officers have
not a general knowledge of law, their
knowledge of the Edueation Aet and the
regulations is intimate. Tf the representa-
tion that they have been permitied to have
in the past had not been sufficient or sat-
isfactory, I am sure they would have ap-
plied for permission to employ legal praec-
titioners.

Mr. LATHAM: T am not prepared to
go quite as far as the member for West
Perth. I should like to see that part of the
clanse remain which sets out that a teacher
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may eonduct his own case in person or by
an agent.

The Minister for Agriculture: On both
sides the best agents it is possible to get
are employed.

Mr. LATHAM: At any rate, I am not
prepared to go quite so far as the member
for West Perth desires.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I do not see why
we should, by Act of Parliament, prevent
an employee of the Government having the
right te employ counsel if he so wishes. I
know that when any of us gets into trouble
we usually seeure the best possible advice,
at any rate, according to the length of the
purse. ’

Mr. DAVY: [ find it difficuit to under-
stand the opposition to this amendment.
It is not a matter of principle from the
point of view of the department. 1t is not
a matter for the union or any other body
of people. The point is that a man may
find bimself dismissed for an offence, as
for instance for being drunk in elass, and
it is proposed to give him an appeal. Yet
it is not proposed to let him have a free
choice of who shall put his case for him,
The Alinister for Railways has suggested
that the union secretary, who perbaps
might represent the teacher, would be just
as skilled as the person representing the
department, Even so, why should this one
teacher be confined to the eholce of one
person in the world?

The Minister for Railways: No, no!

Mr. DAVY: But he is. Iis choice i3
between the one available person in the
world who will be skilled, and all the rest
of the world unskilled. It is proposed to
cut off from him the right to employ coun-
sel when he is fizhting for his existence
and that of his wife and children, and that
he shall have to draw his advoeate from
two classes of people. One class contains
one person, the union secretary—who might
posstbly be an enemy of the teacher—and
the other class is all the unskilled persons
in the world. What objection can there
be to giving this teacher an unlimited
choice as to who shall represent him¥ In
the community we have a c¢lass of men
specially trained in putting such cases, and
vet it is deereed fhat they shall be de-
barred. As for the form of the amend-
ment, I take notice of the objection raised
by the member for York, who wants to see
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- the first- portion of the paragraph left in.
With the permission of the Committee,
. I will withdraw my amendment and sub-
. stitute another.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn,
Mr, DAVY: I move an amendment—

That all words after ‘‘agent’’ in line 2 be
struck out, and ‘‘or by a legal practitioner’’
mserted in-lien,

The CHAIRMAN: Tt would be better
to strike, out the words “but no’’ in line 3.

M:r. DAVY: Very well. If you, Sir,
prefer that forin, I will adopt it.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
On reflection I can quite realise why it is
the teachers have not asked for this. If
the permission were given it would become
the .practice for both sides to be repre-
sented by legal practitioners.

Me. Stubbs: What is wrong with that?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It would not matter very much from the
depariment’s point of view, because we
have the machinery of the Crown Law and
its officers. But inevitably the teacher
would be put to the expense of getting
somebody equally skilled to put up his
case. Naturally the teachers realise this,
and so they have not asked to be repre-
sented by counsel. As to the other point
raised by the member for Weat Perth, I
eonld wish that all men outside the Gov-
ernment service had a coneession as good
as this of the appeal court, in which they
could appear. This appeal board is a eon-
eession to those employed in the Govern-
ment service., I ean quite understand that
the teachers themselves are satisfied that
their representative is fully competent to
conduet their cases so long as he has not
to face a legal praectitioner for the other
side. - Since this is the teachers’ appeal
board, set up in their interests, and since
it is in their interests that it should bhe
econdueted in an inexpensive manner, I ean-
not aceept the amendment, for it would
give the department a distinet advantage
over the appellant teachers.

Mr. Davy: You do not drag the Crown
Law officers into the police court, where
all your cases are conducted by a police
officer.

The MINTSTER FOR AGRTCULTURE:
Under the amendment inevitably it would
become the practice to have legal practi-

[ASSEMBLY.]

tioners on both sides, The teachers arce
satisfied at present and have not asked
that a legal praectitioner should defend
them. .

Mr. STUBBS: I do not quite follow
the Minister. Take a hypothetical ease: a
teacher with a big family is charged with a
serious offence, He goes before the
board, and the decision of the board takes
away his living. He i1s dismissed from the
service and he desires to appeal against
the finding. In 19 instances out of 20
the teachers would be cuite satisfied with
the provisions of the Bill, contemplating
lay advoeates; but when it comes to a ser-
tous charge, say, a charge of immoralitv——

Hon. G. Taylor: The teacher would go
into a law eourt then.

Mr. STUBBS: In such a case we should
give thal teacher the privilege, if he so de-
sires it, of engaging counsel to ‘defend him.

Hon, G. TAYLOR: I was not impressed
by the Minister’s argument. The Minister
pointed out that the lay advoecates meeting
each other would be able to put their cases
fairly before the hoard, I think T would be
justified in telling the Minister that in these
cases there is any amount of adviec that
the Crown Law Department would give to
the department and the departinent’s repre-
sentative.

The Premier: The law does not come inlo
this.

The Minister for Agriculture: And on the
other hand the union secretary would have
no difficulty in consulting a Iawyer.

Hon. G, TAYLOR: But the lay advoecate
cannot handle the advice given egually as
well as the man who gives it. I cannot he-
lieve that the teachers are better satisfied
with paragraph (d) than they would bhe
with the right to employ a Tegal practitioner.
There is no argument as regards curtailing
a man's liberty.

The Premier: Last time they employed
a legal man it cost them over £2,600, They
went to the Privy Couneil and iost.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The Government
themselves have gone to the Privy Counail,
and I remember one case in which the costa
were £26,000. The clause cannot be de-
fended. A man who has been 20 or 30 venrs
in the department, and possibly has a wife
and children, shonld be equipped with the
best adviee procurable when going hefora
the board.
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My, KENNEALLY: I hope the clause
will be passed as printed. Where appeas
are provided for various portions of the ser-
vice, legal advocates are forbidden to both
parties, That prohibition was made in the
first instance on the application of the em-
ployees themselves, because legal assisiauce
was so costly that the system proved to be
fo thd disadvantage of the individual., It
was said that unless a man had plenty of
money, it was not worth his while to appeal.
Hon. members opposite want to reintro-
duce the legal practitioner, and so again to
place the employee at a disadvantage. Now
hoth parties are on an equal footing.

Mr. DAVY: The previous speaker has
put the collective view of the particular
organisations with which he has come in
contact. I am not coneerned with any col-
lective view on this elause. I am concerned
with the view of the individual who happens
to find himself charged with an offence, pos-
sibly going to his bonour, for whieh he has
been dismissed from his job. It is not a
question then of the collective view of the
union to which he happens to belong, but a
question of him as an individual fighfing for
his rights. How ean it be just to deprive
him of any help available to him? Why
should he not have the help of people par-
tienlarly trained to help persons in that sort
of trouble? Why not give the teachers a
true right of appeal instead of a demi-semi
right of appeal? 1 am not surprised that
there has been no rerquest for this amend-
ment: the members of the teachers’ execu-
tive have not had oceasion to appeal, and
do nol expect ever to have oceasion. But
if one of them was dismissed for an offence
and then was asked whether he thought it
fair that he should be deprived of proper
help before an appeal board, he would re-
turn an emphatic answer in the negative.

The Minister for Agriculture: The teach-
ers have conferences and discuss all these
things.

Mr. DAVY: T venture to say not one of
them has ever heen in a court of law or has
ever been faced with the necessity of cet-
ting counsel to defend him., The union sec-
retary may be an excellent chap, but the
teacher may happen not to like him or not
to trust him, so that the teacher would he
reduced te conducting his own caze hefore
the board.
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Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following resalt:—

Ayes .. . . .14
Noes .. . . 5
Majority against . 7
ATES.
Mr. Barpard Mr, J. H. Smith
Mr. Darvy Mr. J. M, Smith
Mr. Ferguseo Mr. Taylor
Mr. Latham Mr. Teesdnls
Mr. Lindsay Mr. C. P. ®ansbrough
Mr, Maley Mr, North
Sir James Miichell (Pellor.)
Mr. Sampson
. Nogs. -
Mr. Brown Mr. Marshall
Mr. Chesson Mr. Milllagton
Mr, Clydesdale Mr. Munsle
Mr. Collier Mr. Paaton
Mr. Coverley Mr. Rowe
Mr. Cunningham . Mr. Blesman
Misa Holman Mr, A, Wansbrough
Mr. Kepneally Mr. Wllicock
Mr, Kenpedy . Mr. Withers
Mr, Lambert © Mr. Wileon
Mr. Lamond L (Teller.)
Pams,
AYES. NoEes.
Mr. Stubbs Mr. W. D, Johosen
Mr, Maop Mr. McCallum
Mr. George Mr, Coarboy

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Clauses 38, 39—agreed to.
Schedules 1 to 4, Title—agreed fo.

Bill reported with amendments.

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX,
In Commitlee.

Mr. Panton in the Chair; the Premier
in charge of the Bill.

Clause l—agreed to.

Clause 2—Grant of land tax and inecome
tax for the year ending 30th June, 1929:

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: When
we diseussed the Bill, I pointed cut that we
shall be saving £427,000 per vear because
of the cancellation of payments to the sink-
ing fund in London, and also in connection
with payments on bonds held by the trustees
in London. I do noi know what the Premier
proposes to do with the money, but seeing
that the people have been taxed to pay that



1666

amount into the sinking fund, I think they
should be relieved correspondingly. The
Promier will probably say that taxation has
been reduced by the removal of the super-
tax and the 33V, reduction as well, but a
special grant from the Federal Government
cnabled that to be done, Additional bur-
dens have been placed upon the land owner,
whose land tax was increased in order that
there might be a reduction in railway
freights. I would prefer to see the railway
freights increased to the original figure and
the tax taken off, for I think it would be
fairer. It is not possible for the benelits
of ‘the decreased freight to be received by
the consumers. On top of that there are
the vermin taxes and other taxes as well.
It must be remembered that when we fax
agricultural land, we tax the agriculfurists’
raw material. I think the Premier should
agree to reduee the land tax. T move an
amendment—

That in line & of Subeclause 1 ‘‘twopence’’
be struck out with a view to inserting the
words ‘‘onc penny’’ in lieu,

The PREMIER: I am sorry I cannot
acaept the amendment.

Houn. G. Taylor: How much would you
lose?

The PREMIER: Tt is diffienlt to estimate,
but, having regard to the difficulty experi-
enced in squaring the ledger, T am sure T
wouwid lose more than T could afford. Tt is
true that the land tax was increased four
years ago, but that did not hencfit the
general revenue because railway freights
were reduced (o an amount equalling that
which the Treasury gained by the inereaszed
tax, The suggestion that we should revert
to the ecarlier arrangements is worthy of
consideration, Our tax is higher than
the land tax in some States but is consider-
ably less than in others. If we compare the
land taxes imposed in the various States,
ours is not excessive. Ours is lower than
that of Queensland, where the rate goes
from 1d. up to 6d. in the pound, and 2d.
in the pound on undeveloped land on big
estates. In Tasmania the tax goes from 34d
in the pound to 334d. in the ponnd. 1In
South Australia the rate is about the same
as ours. Recently their tax that was
formerly 34d. in the pound was doubled.
and in addition a suner tax of 25 per rent.
wag imposed. TIn Vietoria the tax is 144,
in the pound, plus a 5 per cent. super-tax,
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while in New South Wales the tax is 1d. in
the pound on all values outside municipal
areas,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: We will bring
it down to the New South Wales basis.

Mr, Latham: Yes, we would agree to that.

The PREMIER: I am afraid we are not
in a position to do that. In Victoria, for
instanee, it is possible for them te impose
a low tax because of thejr large population
and of the fact that nearly all their de-
velopmental work is done. Nevertheless
Victoria will have to increase the taxation,
or produce considerably more in view of
the deficit that was started before the pre-
sent Government assumed office. The re-
sults of the referendum on the Finanecial
Agreement cannot be anticipated. If I
started to disburse the £400,000 before it
was cerfain that the referendum would re-
sult in an affirmative vote, we might land
ourselves in difliculties.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But you have
0! Lhe money.

The PREMIER: Having regard to the
apathy that is apparent over the re-
ferenduny, anything may happen. Any way
I am sorry it is impossible to reduce taxa-
tion at present.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: T do not want {o
remind the Tremier of what he said when
he was Teader of the Opposition, beyond
mentioning that he often stressed the urgent
neeessity for rednced taxation.

The Premier: I think that is one of the
things T did not do.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The Government in
those days were not so financial as ate the
Oovernment to-dav. Tess loan money was
availnble, yet the Premier urged in those
days, when he was Leader of the Opposi-
tion, that there was every justifieation for
1edueed taxation.

The Premier: But there was not justifiea-
gon in those davs.

Hon, ¢t TAYLOR: The then Leadar of
the Opyosition said that there was.

The 'remier: No.

Hen, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 can
well romember that each yvear we had mepl-
ings with the managers representing the
Legislative Council,

The Premier: And we always stuck to von
when we met their managers.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T think
the Premier, when he was Leader of the Op-
position, tried to wipe out part of my tax-
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ation oceasionally. 1 had promised that
when our deficit reached a certain stage, 1
would reduce taxation. I think the Premier
can anticipate the carrying of the referen-
dum. I wish it were otherwise, and if I
could defeat it I certainly would do so.

The Premier: Anything might bappen,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes; 1
am anticipating that the Premier wiil get
the money—over £400,000—and it certainly
ought to relieve taxation. Again I urge the
Premier to consider that it is a wrong prin-
ciple to impose a tax on land in order that
railway freights may be reduced. The prin-
ciple is wrong beeanse the people who pay
the tax do not get the benefit of the reduced
raiiwny freights. Just imagine imposing
two taxes for the destruction of vermin, on
top of which landholders have to pay road
board rates and various other taxes. Tax-
ation in the aggregate is altogether too high.
The Minister for Agricultural Water Sup-
plies puts up at least one tax every session.

The CTTAIRMAN: T think we shall daal
with that tax when he brings it along.

Haon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But we
cannot o on paying his tax and these taxes.

The Premicer: Then I shall stop his tax.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, we
shall stop the Premier’s taxes.

The Minister for Agricultural Water Sup-
plies: My tax is all right.

The CHATRMAN: The Minister’s tax is
not nnder discussion,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Ought
we to continne to charge 2d. in the pound
on land, remembering all the other taxes im-
posed on the same bit of land? Landowners
pay too much now. The road board rate
saves the Premier revenue; the water rate
goes into revenue.

The Premier: That is only for services
rendered.

Hon. Sir TJAMES MITCHELL: 1 do not
think he always renders the service. The de-
struction of vermin is a national work, and
vet that is made a charge agrinst people
who own land.

The Premier: We ought to repeal that
tax.

Hon. Sir JTAMES MITCHELL: Let us
repeal it before we consider this tax,

The Premier: No, after we get this tax
throngh.

Hon. Sir JAM4ES MITCHELL: Ts the
Premier anite serious?

The Premer: Personaliv T amn.
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Hon. Sr JAMES MITCHELL: If the
Fremier will postpous this Bill until he
brings down the other mecuzure, iL wili fa~il-
ilate the passing of this one. T hope the
Committee will agree to reduce the land tax
to one penny. There is no need for this tax
in view of the advantage the Premier is get-
ting under the Financial Agreement, and we
shall not have an epportunity to consider the
matter again for another 12 months, by
which time the Premior will have had 2%
vears’ henefit.

Amendment put and a division taken with
ihe following result:—

Ayes 14
Noes 19
Majority against .. 5
Arza,
Mr, Barpard Bir Jomes Mitchell
Mr. Brown Mr. SBampeon
Mr. Davy Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Ferguson Mr. Tarylor
Mr, Latham Mr. Teesdals
Mr. Lindsay Mr, C. P, Wansbrough
Mr. Maley l Mr. North
(Teller.)
Noga.
Mr. Chesson | Mr. Marshal)
Mr. Collier Mr. Milltngion
Mr. Coverley | Mr. Mupsis
Rowe

Miss Holman Mr, Sleeman

Mr. Cunningham Mr.
Mr. Kenneally Mr. A. Wapsbrough

Mr. Kennedy Mr. Willeock
Mr. Lambert Mr. Withers
Mr. Lamond Mr, Wilson
Mr, Lutey {Telier.)
Parrs.
AYES, Noes.
Mr. J. M, Smith . Mr, W. D. Johnson
Mr. Stubbg © Mr. Qlydesdale
Mr, George Mr. Corboy
Mr. Maon Mr. McCallum

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T wish
to refer to the matter of sheep sold just be-
fore shearing. Tt is auite unfair that a man
skonld have to pay iax on income repre-
geninrd by the wool on the back of the sheep
sold just before shearing and tax on the in-
come after shearing, He has to pay twice.
Then, too, it increases the value of all the
sheep held by an individual. If he pays 30s.
for a sheep, which includes 10s. for the fleece,
when he takes the fleece from the sheep he
pays income tax on the fleece a second time,
and yet the sheep is retained on his books
at the full price of 30s.
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The Premier: Although 10s. of the price
represented wool.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, on
which be has already paid tax. | wish the
Premier would go into the matter. I do not
see why it cannot be adjusted by the depart-
nent. It would apply only to sheep sold
shortly before shearing.

The Minister for Justice: The Premier
thoroughly understands that now,

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It works
considerable unfairness and probably retards
sales.

The Minister for Justice: People will not
buy sheep before shearing on that aceount.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELLY.: The prin-
ciple is wrong. I saw some sheep that were
shorn in the north in September and were
sent south and shorn at the end of January.
That is a convenient way for people in the
south to buy sheep, hecause they can be held
for 18 months’ wool and then fattened and
sold. Tt is a profitable way for people in
the South-West to handle sheep, and they
should be encouraged to do it. Consequently,
I am afraid the Minister for Justice will
get into trouble with his electors if he
does not support me. I know the Govern-
ment always hesitate to bring down an
amendment of the Assessment Act, but we
should be able to deal with this one point.

The PREMIER : I shall consider the mat-
ter, but unless what the hon. member urges
ean be attained by means other than an
amendment of the Assessment Aect, it will be
difficult. Members understand how difficult it
is to deal with the Assessment Aect. Once it is
introduced, so many amendments are sug-
gested. Tf we dealt with this ene point this
session, it could be done only by consent.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I shall agree
to deal with only that point so far as this
House is concerned.

The PREMIER:  Another place might
take upon itself to deal with the whole Aet
and amend the Title to bring it into con-
formity with the amendments made.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: If you put up
an amendment, we will stick to it.

The PREMIER: I shall consider it. Of
course, if another place amended the Aet in
many directions, there would be no alterna-
tive to dropping the Bill. T agree it is wrong
to charge twice for the one fleece of wool—
just before it is shorn and after it is shorn.

Clause put and passed.

(ASSEMBLY.]

Clauses 3 to 6, Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1928-20.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 1st November; Mr.
Lutey in the Chair.

Department of Mines (Hon, 8. W, Munsie,
Minister.)

Vote—Mines, con-

sidered).

HON. G. TAYLOR {(Mouni Margarec}
[917): I bave no fault to find with the
Vote, nor ean [ eomplain about the admin-
istration of the department, I was pleased
to hear the remarks of the Minister which
tended to show that there was a chance
of some improvement in the industry. We
well remember last year that the Minister
was somewhat depressed about the outlook,
but it is satisfactory to know that this year
he is hopeful of better results. I am not too
clear abont the Minister’s remarks concern-
ing the Golden Horseshoe. At any rate, I
hope that the company will be able to put
on men and begin operations so that they
may liguidate their debt to the State, 1
understand that the company are endeavour-
ing to raise a considerable sum of money for
the purpose of putting the mine in order,
but I do not know how far they have been
successful in that divection. 1 suppose the
Minister is satisfied that what the company
propose to do will be accomplished.

The Minister for Mines: T think they are
only awaiting an engineer to arrive to ex-
amine the property.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: With reference to the
Hidden Secret, T was glad to hear the Min-
ister's hopeful remarks. I do not desire to
say anything that will tend to damp the
ardour of those who are earrying on develop-
ment work, nor do I wish in any way to
suggest to the Minister that he should do any-
thing but what iz right towards those who
are carrving on genuine prospecting work,
no matter who they may be. T was pleased
to hear the Minister say that it is the inten-
tion of the Government to subsidise genuine
companies, those that will put np a straight-
forward case, and whose intention it is to

£101975: (Partly
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bore for deep alluvial. In Western Austra-
lia. deep alluvial has been found in only one
district. It was really nol deep alluvial az it is
known in the Eastern States, but there is no
reason, as the Minister has already said,
why it should not alse be found in and
around the Golden Mile, and many other
places as well. If it is found in one part
of the State, I feel confident it will be found
elsewhere, and if it should be found it will
give the mining industry a great fillip and
will solve the unemployed diffieulty in one
fell swoop. That is the policy that 1 hope
the Government will foster. Speaking for
my own distriet, I was pleased to hear the
Minister say that there was a possihility of
development work being again undertaken
at the Lancefield Mine., Three or four years
ago, when the present Minister for Lands
held the Mines portfolio, I suggested that
it would be wise if the Government devoted
a large sum of money, say £20,000 or
£30,000, towards carrying out boring opera-
tions on that mine. We know that when
the mine was closed down the Jowest level
was at 800 feet, and that at that level there
was a very big lode earrying good values.
The ore, however, was very refractory and
the machinery that was on the mine was
obsolete. It was with the greatest diffienlty
that overhead charges could be met and it
was not snrprising to find that the mine had
to be eclosed down. Boring operations
should now he carried on to test the lode
for another 200 or 300 feet, and if it is
proved to exist, and values are maintained,
the Government would then be in a position
to tell the company what they would he pre-
pared to do.

The Minister for Mines: The company
bave already got a boring reservation and
thev have agreed fto pay the cost of the
boring.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: T am glad to hear
that and I have every confidence that the
boring will prove suceessful. From my own
knowledge of the mine I know that it should
have many vears of life before it. At the
time it was closed down, the Lancefield was
looked upon by those who were engaged in
operations there as one of the best they had
ever worked in. If boring under systematie
contro! is undertaken, the mine will bhe
proved to be of great value. I compliment
the Minister on his determination to assist
these people.  There is a general feeling
amongst ordinary prospectors that big com-
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panies should not be assisted, but no matier
on which side of the House we may be
seated, we must arrive at the conclusion that
eapital must be found if the industry is to
be developed, that brawn and musele in
themselves are not sufficient. It was pleas-
ing to hear the Minister's statements with
reference to the Sons of Gwalia Mine. We
know that some people were sceptical when
the Government granted a Joan to the
Gwalia company.  The Minister now in-
forms us that the operations at that pro-
perty during the last three or four months
have been more than encouraging, and more
than the company themselves expeeted when
they started their latest. development work.
The figures that were supplied by the Min-
ister regarding this mine, and the low cost
of operating it, show that the averages are
well maintained and prove that the assist-
anee rendered by the Government will be of
great advantage not only te the company
but to the State as well. T wish that there
were anotber ten or a dozen such mines
operating under similar eonditions and with
prospects like those at the Sons of Gwalia.
What struck me rather forcibly was what
the Minister had to say with respect to the
suggestion made some time back about sup-
plying power for the mines on the Golden
Mile. The Minister stated that the thred
experts, who were sent to Kalgoorlie to re-
port and advise as to the capital cost of a
power plant to supply eurrent for the Kal-
goorlie mines at a certain rate, cstimated
the cost of such a plant at £273,000. Then
the Minister gave us the information that
the Sons of Gwalia company by using sue-
tion gas were generating their own current
at a third less cost than the scheme sug-
gested by the three experts for Kalgoorite
would involve. In the inferests of mining,
and other indusiries as well, that in itself
is of preat valne. When experts are asked
to advise the Government on a big proposi-
tion such as the generation of electricity at
a reduced rate so that 2 number of mines
may be worked more economically, and thev
submit an estimate which afterwards is
proved to be two-thirds higher than the
actual cost of generating current on a mine
considerably further away from ecivilisation,
it gives rise to speculation. That informa-
tion from Gwalia is not expert information,
but it is practical knowledge. If that can
bhe done there, it shows what a wonderful
boon that experience at the Sons of Gwalia
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will be to the company at Wiluna when their
operations are in full blast in the course of
a year or two. I have been dealing gen-
erally with the Minister’s remarks. Coming
down to the Estimates, I do not desire fo
offer any criticism to which exception ean
be taken. I have nothing but what is com-
plimentary to say of the Mines Department.
All the officers there are very ready to give
every assistance to a member representing
a mining constitueney, and arve most cour-
teous with it. I find on the Estimates that
the salary of the Under Secreiary for Mines
is still at €960, although all other Under
Secretaries have reached their limit of
£1,020. T understand they are all classified,
but I do not know whether this is in aceord-
ange with the classification. 1 notice that
last year we voted £960 for the Under Sec-
retary of Mines and that there is no increase
this year, although other officers have sinee
reached their highest classification. I do
not know why this officer should not he
allowed to reach his limit. I make no com-
plaint, for the oflicer coneerned has not sug-
gested anything to me about it. It is only
that I noticed it on the Estimates. Perhaps
the Minister in his reply will tell me the
reason why this officer’s salary has not been
ingreased. As to any further remarks 1
may have to make, I will accept fthe Pre-
mier's adviece and Jeave them till the Loan
Estimates. The Premier is very anxious
that we should leave all these matiers till
we get to the Loan Estimates; but then we
are told we should have said what we bad
to say on the Revenue Estimates. 1 will
reserve any furiher remarks for the Loan
Estimates.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [9.35]:
Those representing gold mining districts
look upon these Estimates as being solely
confined to the production of gold. That
is not so, for other minerals are being
produced and it is encouraging to know that
some of them notably tin, ashestos and miea,
are coming into prominence in the markets
of the world. While keen attention is being
paid to the production of gold, one is eom-
pelled to take a very broad view of the
prospects of gold mining being carried on
at a profit for any great length of time.
Certainly the Minister’s comparison between
the costs of the production of gold at
Gwalia and Leonora, as against the Golden
Mile, enconrages one to look with some con-
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fidence to the future production of gold at
a profit. That depends solely on the man-
agement of the mines of the Golden Mile.
1t depends upon whether the managers ihere
are prepared to find the capital to re-con-
dition their plants. There is no chance of
costs being reduced at Kalgoorlie until the
obsolete plants are re-conditioned and the
obsolete working methods supplanted by
somaething more up to date. Gwalia, it must
be remembered, has had the good fortune
to have installed an up-to-date plant, and
as a resnlt the mine is now being worked
on the latest scientific methods. 8o it has
a distinet advantage over mines longer estah-
lished and which from time to time have
morely added necessary accessories to their
plants.  From the point of view of future
gold mining in the State, Wiluna probably
is the most favoured centre. One can look
forward with confidence 1o Wiluna being a
very big producer in the near future, When
1 speak of Wiluna I do not wish it to be
understood that in my opinion there are
no other deposits worth the immediate at-
tention of investors aad even speculators.
Jimblebah, while not to be compared with
Wiluna, is nevertheless a deposit of gold
bearing ore well worthy ot attention. The
Government have done much to assist the
prospectors there, and I am conflident that
that and other places will get favourable
and immediate attention from the Govern-
ment. It seems singular that every time
the mining Estimates come wp for diseus-
sion—this is the seventh occasion on which
I have been present—it is nearly midnight
and consequently one does not feel like
going into the pros and cons at so late
an hour. However, there are here just two
matters of particular interest to me. The
first is the Minister’s attitude regarding an
applieation that was made at Wiluna for
the forfeiture of a lease. It is of no use
talking about produeing gold or wheat or
any other commodity if we are going to
hold out of a state of aetivity the factors
necessary in  producing that commodity.
While one must excuse the Minister or the
departmental officers for being as lenient as
they ean be, and while perhaps chiding them
for being slow, one does expect that after
all the safeguards have been taken they will
stand up to the law of the land. For many
years past there has been a certain gentle-
man playing a very prominent part in the
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gold-mining industry; prominent in the
direetion that he has seemed fo have a power
or influence not to go into the active course
of deveioping the auriferous belts of the
State, a power or influence in holding up
production of pold in this State. He pur-
chases a gold mining tenement for a few
shillings in some e¢ases, and in other cases
more expensively; but having purchased
one, he applies for exemption and gets it.

My, Sleeman: Does he do that eontinu-
ally?

M. MARSHALL: It has been going on
for the past 20 years. One can go to any
vart of the State and find monuments to
this sentleman’s desire to speculate in State
assets to the advantage of himself. One can
start at Kalgoorlic and go north

Hon G. Tavlor: What is wrong with
Sounthern Cross?

Mr. MARSHALIL: Yes. one can start at
Southern Cross and go right through, and
he will find that for years this gentleman
seems fo have been able to do something
that others cannot do.

Mr. J. H. Smith: He must have a pull
somewhere.

Mr. Sampson: What are you doing, mak-
ine charees arainst the Minister?

Mr. MARSHALL: I am not making
charzes against the Minister. Not only this
Minister, but Ministers that were adminis-
tering this department long before Labour
ecame into the political Jife of this State,
have done the same. It was going on then
and is going on now. This gentleman cer-
tainly has spent some money in gold mining
in this State. But in my clectorate the only
time he ever employed wages men was about
12 or 13 years ago in Wiluna. When he
finished employing those men he left them
with post-dated cheques that were never
honoured. In other words, he cheated the
wages men he employed, and it was the only
time he employed any wages men in my
electnrate.

Mr. J. H Smith:
remedy ?

Mr. MARSHALL: Not against this man.
He is outside the law. Why he gets these
privileges I do not know. He knows the
mining laws of Western Australia well. The
Minister knows him well. This is what the
man has done. He goes to Wiluna and
buys a lease—I am informed—for £4M0
from a party of prospectors. Beyond the

Had they not some
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purchase price he never puts a penny into
the lease, but he immediately applies for
exemption. A certain prospector, who could
uot be expected to be well up in the law,
had applied for forfeiture of the lease on
account of non-compliance with the condi-
tions of the Mining Act as to working. The
prospector’s allegation was true: the lease
was not being worked. It never will be
worked while the Mines Department permit
the man to hold it without working it.

Hon. G. Taylor: We do know be is hold-
ing it for spueculative purposes.

Mr. MARSHALL: Ye¢s, The same gen-
tleman held the whole of Wiluna for 12
years. This lease was a good speculation.
Its situation is right in what it is now boped
will prove one of the largest gold mining
centres ever known in the State; and there
is a posgibility of Lhe northern end going

off as well. The company are working the
lease now. This man has got all he wants
out of it. LUnfortunately some trouble arose

owing to the prospector applying for for-
feiture just as the warden haoncned to be
visiting Wiluna to hear an application by
the man for exemption. In my opinion the
Minister should not, in the circumstanees,
have permilted this gentleman to retain the
lease. The Minister points out that he has
to be careful and considerate in his treat-
ment of all interested in the gold-mining
industry, I agree with him, Bnt, having
regard to the character of the individual
who has never ventured anything whatever
in Western Australian gold mining if theve
was a semblance of speculation in the mat-
ter, and considering the favours he has re-
ceived at all times from the 1ines Depart-
ment, inctuding the support of various Min-
isters, it 1s time he was asked either to work
his leases or get out. 1 have here the Min-
ister's minute on the application for for-
feiture. It reads—

In regard to Mr. Lawson’s complaint as to
the non-posting of the notice and the hearing
of the ap[rwli(-ation for protection in open court,
although [ admit that a strict compliance with
the requirements of the Act would involve both
those procedures heing adopted, I am also well
aware that in practice it has heen found quite
impossible to eomply with them, and they are
not strietly insisted upon. To do so would,

T feel sure, inflict considerable hardship on
many backbloek prospectors and mine owners,

I am well in the Minister’s corner as to that.
But this gentleman had an alternative. There
were unemployed in Wiluna, and he could
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have said to his agent, “fut the men on and
hold the Jease.” The Minisier ook no notice
of that aspect, but simply said, “It would
be very hard to forfeit merely because a
notice was not put up, and I will let him
off.” Claude de Bernales could have em-
ployed workless men at Wiluna, but he did
not trouble to do so.

Mr, Lathawn: He is getting a pretty good
advertisement as a promoter.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, and he would get
a pretty lengthy period if he had justice
done to him. He need not have put up ihe
notice and the Minister eonld have exempted
him. 8till, the man had the alternative of
employing some labour, and he did not avail
bimself of that alternative., There seems
no use in wrangling about it. Apparently
the man has some particular influence. He
holds up this lease and other leases until he
can sell. When lie employs men, he gives
them a post-dated cheque whieh is dishon-
oured.

Mr. Sampson: On a point of order, is a
member of this Chamber justified in spealk-
ing of a citizen in this way?

Heon. G. Taylor: That is his responsibility.

Mr. Sampson: If wrong has been done,
action can be faken in some other way,
rather than take advantage of the privilegs
afforded by Parlinment.

My. Davy: The hon. member is quite in
order, but he is not very brave to do it
here.

The CHAIRMAN: I thought the Chair-
man was asked to rule on the point of
order, but I find there are other chairmen.
The member for Murghison was certainly
within the Standing Orders. What he
said was, of course, his own responsibility.

Mr. Sampson: I do not know that there
is any responsibility.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am not mueh
troubled by the cominents of the member
for Swan.

The CHAIRMAN: There is no occasion
to deal with them. The hon. member
should deal with the Estimates.

Mr. MARSHALL: If the hon, member
had been one of those men whe left Wiluna
with their swags up, their wives and child-
ren remaining to be dependent upon the
storekeepers to keep them until the hus-
bands got work elsewhere, he would not
be so much coneerned sbout this gentle-
man.

Mr, Sampsen: There are courts,

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, but one wants
to keep wide of eourts. A man who em-
ploys miners for months on end and leaves
them with three months’ wages owing to
walk out with their swags up, the wives
and children being dependent on the store-
keepers, should be in Fremantle gaol. I
am sorry the Minister permitted Claude de
Bernales to gef the six months’ exemption.
The lease is merely put by and tucked away
with the rest, and will be sold when it is
profitable to sell. 1le Bernales will never
work it.

Mr., Sampson: I wonder whether you
would say any of that outside?

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
8. W. Munsic—Hannans—in reply) [9.55]:
The member for Pilhara raised a point
with regard to the boring at Braeside. He
stated that the first bore put down at Brae-
side was put down on the footwall side
of the lode, which of course is not cus-
tomary. The hon. member said be antici-
pated there was some explanation of the
adoption of that eourse. Mr. Blatebford,
the Gavernment Ceologist, was sent to
Braeside for the purpese of planming up
to 15 sites for bores. He planned only 13,
keeping two in reserve. In this instance
the Government are subsidising to the ex-
tent of £1 for each £2 provided by the
company.  The company have agreed to
find £10,000 if the Government find £5,000
for the purpose of testing Braeside by deep
boring. The first bore was put down on
the footwall side, and the company sent
their representative, an English mining en-
gineer, to inspeet the site selected by Mr.
Blatehford. The mining engincer agreed
absolutely with Mr. Blatchford in placing
No. 1 hore on the footwall side. The prin-
cipal reason was the expense of getfing
wond and water to the hanging-wall side.
The eountry was exceptionally diffieult,
and both experts agreed that the lode eonld
be tested to a sufficient depth by a shal-
lower hole in the ridge on the footwall
than by going to the hanging-wall side and
incurring additional expenditure. That is
the only reason put forward, and I think
it a gaod reason. I believe another bore
was put down on the footwall side as well.
The halance will be on the hanging-wall.
The hon. membher also cxpressed the hope
that the Government would do something
in response to the repeated requests made
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by himself and the local residents for some
diamond drilling at Marble Bar and in the
Nullagine distriet. In reply I can state
that the (Gevernment have already taken
into consideration the possibility of having
boring done at Marble Bar and Nullagine.
Let me say at the outset that 1 as Minis-
ter cannot say that the eompany who are
doing the boring at Braeside will agree to
continue boring anywhere else when they
have completed that contract. They are
contractors, and not employed by the Gov-
ernment.

Mr, Teesdale:
plant?

The MINTSTER TOR MINES: No. The
company found the plant to do the boring.
The Mines Department have already de-
cided that before the eompany are near the
completion of their present contract Mr.
Blatechford or Mr. Wilson shall be sent
north for the.purpose of aseertaining the
best places in which to bore at Marble Bar
and Nullagine, and also to ascertain from
the company whether they are prepared lo
do anv forther boring, and if so at what
cost. I assure the hon. member that if the
company are reasonable in regard to cost,
the Government arc prepared to assist to
find the money needed for the boring in
quesition. But T ean give the hon. member
no  guarantee, hecanse T da not know
whether the company are prepared to take
the borine an.  There i= not much else to
1eply to, exeept the matter raised by the
menther for AMt, Margaret with recard to
Horseshoe.  Certainly the Horseshoe Com-
pany are still payving interest, and it has to
be horne in mind that £51,500 of the amount
of £56,500 was arranged through the Treas-
ury, and not throuzh the Mines Department.
The Government have not yet paid one
penny. The bank have advanced the money
on condition that the company pay a cer-
tain rate of interest for the loan. While the
hank are satisfied and the company pay the
interest we cannot interfere, and, what is
more, dn not intend te interfere, If they
continue to find the money that enablas
them to pay the interest on the loan, if is a
matter heween them and the bank. The bank
will not foreclose while they continue to
pay their interest. Should they fail in this
respect, the bank would come to us as guar-
antors. I am satisfied that if the report of
the gentleman who has been engaged upon
the examination and sampling of the Horse-
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shoe Mine is satisfactory, the company will
be able to raise suiheient capital ot only
to repay the loans frow the bank and from
the Government, but to provide sufficient to
enable the mine to he put in proper work-
ing order again. 1 uanderstand that he bas
completed his work. Reference was ulso
made to the salary received by the Under
Secretary for Mines. All 1 ean say is that
the salary paid to hin is as fixed by the
Public Service Commissioner. The Minister
bas nothing to do with that,

Mr. Teesdale: Has he received his statu-
tory increases?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes,
every inerease duce has been paid to him.
The next matter T wizh to refer to is the
question of the applieation for the forfei-
fure of a lease at Wiluna to which the mewn-
ber for Murchison (Mr. Marshall) referred.
He mentioned one of the gentleman by
name, and he suggested that he had ro
right to the lease at all. That was as good
as saying that the forfeiture of the lease
shiould not bave been granted. I want hon.
members to know the faects. An application
was lodged for the forfeiture of the lease,
lut not from the present holder. He had
nothing to do with the lease at the time.
The application was lodged on the ground
of non-complinnee with labour conditious.
I have looked through the files, and I believe
that the man who made the applieation For
forfeiture was justified in the course he ad-
olsted, and that he should have secured ibe
lesse. He did not get it because the war-
den recommended the imposition of a fine
instead of the forfeiture of the lease. Sub-
scquently Mr. Claude de Bernales paid £400¢
cash over the counter to the holders of the
irase, and purchased it

Mr. Teesdale: What was wrong with that?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Nothing.
Mr. de Bernales has held leases for many
years, and he had nothing to do with the
applieation for forfeiture in this instance.
The man concerned contended that the lah-
our conditions were not being complied with,
and he searched for three days, anbsequent
to which he Indged his applieation for for-
feiture. Notwithstanding that, the warden re-
commended the imposition of a fine and later
Mr. de Bernales bought the lease from the
original holder. This matter has nothing
whatever to do with Mr. de Bernales, and
that gentleman has been interested in the
lease for barely four months. As Minister
for Mines, T do not ecare whether it is Mr
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de Bernales or any other man, for everyone
will get equal consideration from me, and
each will get equal justice,

Mr. Teesdale: Hear, hear! Even if one

man is worth 10s. whereas another may be
worth £10,000.
“The MINISTER FOR MINES: I may
just as well mention the fact to hon mem-
bers now in case some question crops up
about it later on. Mr. de Bernales has been
interesting himself in various mining propo-
sitions and he has asked me certain ques-
tions. e asked me whether 1 was pre-
pared to do certain things under the Mining
Act—Dby taking action in directions I am
empowered to do under thai legislation—
and T have pledged my word to him that
if he does what he proposes, I will give him
certain protection in respect of mining areas
in this State.

Mr. Teesdale: Quite right, too.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 will
not mention any distriect because other
people might try to get in first. He came
to me and mentioned a mine that had not
been worked for over five years., He told me
1 could ascertain the facts through the de-
parimental officers, and I did so. He told me
he believed he conld get a fairly substantial
sum of money to enable kim fo re-open that
mine, and to erect up-te-date machinery to
assist in the operations. He told me that
he could not underiake to raise that money
mside six months, and that it was no good
gomg to people in England or elsewhere
with a view to raising capital on the mere
assertion that he knew of a lease he could
get if he had sufficient capital to work it
properly. He said that it was no good
going with such a tale whereas it was abso-
lntely essential that he should be in a posi-
tion to say, “I have got a lease”

Mr. Teesdale: Hear, hear!

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: He as
sared me that if he could get the necessary
protection, he would be able to go on with
it. I wish to say that if he comes to me
with other similar propositions, I shall be
prepared to give him six months’ exemption
in respect of any mine that he can show me
has not been worked for four years, I will
give him the necessary protection and grant
him exemption to enable him to raise the
capital. I am prepared to give him or any
other person all the protection required un-
der similar conditions,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Sampson; You are prepared to ussist
those who will raise eapital to enccarage
gold mining,

The MINISTER FOR MINES- Yes. 1
want to see that type of man encouraged.

Mr. Marshall: Is it not a fact that de
Bernales bas been granted exemption?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes,

Mr., Marshall: And he bas spent nothing
on his lease{

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, but
he paid the purehase price of £400 to the
holder of the lease. What for? Is it sug-
gested that he paid £400 merely to lose it?

Mr. Marskall: No, he hopes to make
£4,000 out of it for himself.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: And [
gay more power to him. If the other man
had got it, he wounld have worked the lease
himself; but if he had received an offer of
£4,000, would not he have taken it too?

My, Marshall: But he wohld have worked
the lease!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is
nothing te prevent him working the lease
now, The conditions under which Mr. de
Bernales seeured exemption in respect of
the lease provided that he has to let a tribute
to any man who may desire to secure it,
and it must he free of rovalty. Thus any
man whe {akes a {ribute from Mr, de Ber-
nales in respecl of that lease has not to pay
a penny for the privilege. Any man can
zo on to the mine and work the lease on
tribute tu-morrow.

Mr. Mzishall: Is it not a fact that this
man's agent went into court and said that
the other man should not get the lease be-
cause he could not work it?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: As a
matter of faci, that statement was made,
At that time, however, Mr. de Bernales had
nothing whatever to do with it. The man,
who is his agent now, went inle court and
advanced one reason why the lease shounld
not be forfeited, and that was that the oxi-
dized zone bad been worked out and only
the sulphides remained.

Mr. Marshall: That was incorreet,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: At any
rate, that was the statement made, and he
suggested that if the other man had got hold
of the lease withont any eapital at his back,
he could not have worked it. In his reply
to that statement, the other man said he had
no intention of going into the old workings,
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but there was something else he wanted lo
work,

My, Marshall: That is correet; it was on
the svulh side.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: At thal
stage, Mr. de Bernales did not hold the lease
at all; the other man held it. After Mr.
de Bernales had paid £400 for the lease and
had applied for exemption, the other
man came along and opposed the exemption.
In view of that I made it one of the con-
ditions of the exemption that if a man de-
cided to take a tribute on the lease, he should
be able to do so without the payment of a
royalty. Mr. de Bernales was prepared to
accept that eondition, and that is the eon-
ditions thal applies to-day. - I this man
knows there is a lode on the eastern side
that bas not been touched, he can work it
from the surface, and he will be better oif
than if he were paying the survev fees amd
all the other charges. He can go on o it
and work without the payment of a penny.

Mr. Marshall: And if this mav uncarths
anylhing of value, it is merely telling Mr.
de Bernales where his wealth is.

The JMINISTER WOR MINES: We
passed the sections regarding tributers in the
Mining Act some fime ago, and under its
provisions all tributes must be registered
to be legal. If this man were to {lake
a fribute on the lease and register
it, Mr. de Bernales conld net put him off
inside 12 months. Thus the man would be
protected for 12 months. Mr. de Bernales
cannot do now what he eould have done in
the past, and in the event of anything of
value heing diseovered, put the tributers oft
straight away.

Mr. Marshall: If Lawson accepted a
tribuie and found something gond at the
end of 11 months, what would happen then?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The Act
provides that he shall receive six months’
nofice before he ean be put off. So that
means that at any rate he will have six
months’ notice.

Mr. Marshall:
Mr. de Bernales.

Mr. Latham: That is a fair proposition.

Mr. Marshall: I am not saying anything
about that phase.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I know
Mr. de Bernales and have spoken to him.
T do not know the other two gentlemen,
although one of them came to me with the
member for Mt. Margaret (Hon. G. Taylor)
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and the member for Murchison (Mr, Mar-
shall). But the otber individuala in the
case 1 do not know and have never seen.
It secms strange that this man, by his own
statement, bas lived for 15 years in the
Leonora district and that those other people
have held that lease all the time and prae-
tically done nothing on it. And he waits
till the Wiluna ecompany take up all their
leases, and then swddenly discovers that he
wants to work some particular part of this
lease, Why? He wants the lease for the
same reason as Mr. de Bernales wanted the
lease, namely, to get rid of it to the Wiluna
company.

Hon. G. Taylor: I do not think vou are
guite right in that. I know all three of the
parties. I know the whole of the cireum-
stances.

The MINISTER. FOR MINES: I do not
know the other two at all. T know enly the
facts as they appear on the file. [ still say
that irrespective of what he found on a
24-acre lease adjoining ithe Wiluna leases,
the better values he found the higher the
price the Wiluna eompany wonld have
offered for it and the sooner he would have
sold it.

Hon, G. Taylor: The Wiluna company
will not purchase it now.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, they
will have nothing to do with it.

Mr. Marshall: They used that in evidenee,
too.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is
nothing further I wish to say. I thought it
only fair that T should make that statement
in reply to the statements made by the mem-
ber for Murchison. Generally T wish to
thank members for their kind remarks re-
garding the Mining Estimates, and to hope
they will now allow them to go through
without much further discussion.

Vote put and passed.

Department of Public Health (Hon. 8. W.
Munsie, Minister).

Vote—Medical, £171,758.

THE MINISTER TFOR HEALTH
(Hon. 8. W. Munsie—Hannans) [10.13]:
I do not intend to say mueh about
the Medical Department on this occasion,
nor will T have a great deal to say ahout
Public Health. Members will see there is
an increase of approximately £4,000 in the
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Vote for the Medieal Department. That in-
crease will not this year give any advantages
to the hospitals or institutions that were in
existence last year. The principal reason,
almost the sole reason, for the increase is
the building of the new hospital ward at the
0Old Men’s Home. That ward cost about
£16,000 to build, and it provides 88 hospital
beds. Tt is that ward and its furnishing and
lighting that is responsible Lor the increase.

Hon. G. Taylor: And I suppose they
have had to increase their staff? :

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH:
Yes; from memory [ may say there
are seven orderlies and five nurses in
that ward. The inerease generaily in the
namber of patients during the last 12
months, I may show in the following way:
At Government hospitals patients occupying
beds have inereased from 327 to 343, or an
increase of 18 per day throughout the year;
at public hospitals the increase has been
from 573 to 590. or an inerease of 17; and
at committee controlled hospitals the in-
crease has been from 120 to 139, or an in-
erease of 19. 'This gives a total inercase of
54 beds per day during last year. At the
end of the preceding financial year, aceord-
ing to the statements supplied with the Esti-
mates, we anticipated a snrplus of £8,000
from the entertainments tax. During the
last financial year the whole of that surplus,
with the exception of £348, was utilised in
hospital services. And during this last year
we used the £37,000 odd that was collected
and also the £8,000 odd from the entertain-
ments tax with the exception of the £384 that
was in reserve at the end of the last finan-
cial year. In other words, during the 1927
perinod we spent from the entertainments
tax £41,737. The wvarious efforts made
throughout the State—all efforts, button
days, sweeps, collections of every deserip-
tion, entertainment, all forms of giving, in-
cluding direet giving, the appeals for the
hospitals, last year resulted in a return of
only £20,000 odd. That was the total
amount raised.

Hon, G, Taylor: Including your tax?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: No, I
am referring to efforts made to raise money
for hospitals. ‘Of that sum, £10,032 was
raised by the Children’s Hospital appeal,
and £8,000 by the Perth Hospital appeal.
The publie generally have done magnificently,
particularly in regard to committee hos-

" pitals. Bub when all is said and done the
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amount raised by those means amounts to
less than £30,000. I am of opinion that the
effort of colleetion has been worth consider-
ably more than that. In my opinien it is
not the right method.

Mr. Lindsay: You mean the effort of col-
lecting ¢

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : Yes.
While I do not want to east any aspersions
on any person or organisation, I think it will
be admitted by every member who has taken
a particular interest in this subject that the
methods adopted to raise funds for hospitals
in some instances have resulted in consider-
ably more than 50 per cent. of the total
amonnt collected going in expenses.

Members: Shame!

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : The

method is wasteful in the extrerme.
Mr. Lindsay: Quite true.

[Mr. Lambert took the Chair]

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : To-
morrow 1 hope to have the privilege of in-
troducing a Bill which, if passed, will ob-
viate that sort of thing in future. Some
people might be under the impression that
we are extravagant in the control of our hos-
pitals but I wish to assure members that the
management of our hospitals eompares more
than favourably with that of hospitals in the
other capitals of the Commonwealth.

Hon. . Taylor: It always did.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
not only now but at all periods.

Hon. G. Taylor: For the last 20 years at
any rate,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Take
our ligger hospitals: The Perth Hospital
can he compared with the Prince Alfred
Hospital in Melbourne or the leading hos-
pital in Sydney, Brisbane or Adelaide, and
our cost per patient per day will be found
to he less. Consequently, no one can aceunse
us of extravagance in that direction.

Hon, G. Taylor: And I think our effjeiency
equals theirs.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : In
most things it does, but the Perth Hospital
is not as up-to-date in some of the methods
of treatment, or the experiments made with
regard to treatment, as are some of the
bigger institutions in the Eastern States.
As a matter of fact, each of the leading hos-
pitals.in the four Eastern ecapitals already
has what we at present are only trying to
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get, namely, deep therapy and radium treat-
ment apparatus.

Hon. G. Taylor: The other States have
not had it very long.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : No;
Adelaide has just installed its apparatus and
s0 bas Brisbane. Sydney and Melbourne
have had it for about 18 months.

Hon. G. Taylor: When those cities were as
young as Perth they had nothing like the
facilities we have.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH : Ex-
tensive alterations and additions have been
made to the Wagin hospital. There has been
considerable expenditure on the resump-
tion of properly adjoining the Buiibitry
and Busselton hospitals to allow of needed
extensions A new V.D. ward has been pro-
vided at Bunbury and alterations and reno-
vations have heen made at Geraldton to pro-
vide more aceommodation for patients. A
new drainage scheme has been provided at
Margaret River, as well as improvemeunts to
the drainage at Collie. Then therz are the
88 heds at the Old Men’s Home to whieh I
have already referred. Extensive additions
have been made to the King Edward Mem-
orial Hospital, and to the Bunbury, Bussel-
ton, Carnarvon, Broome, Northam, Margaret
River and Merredin hospitals, and a new and
up-to-dale hot water service has been pro-
vided at Kalgoorlie. During the year assisted
hospitals were completed at Pemberton,
Quairading and Gootnalling, and additions
have been provided at Wiluna and Bruce
Rock. A new ward block has been erected
at the Fremantle hospital. The ereefion of
hospitals has been approved for Narembeen
and Three Springs, as well as extensive
additions at Kununoppin. New hospitals
at the following ecentres are at present un-
der considerafipn:—Morawa, Harvey, Mt.
Barker, Donnybrook, Fitzroy Crossing and
Kulin.  Regarding hospitals department-
ally managed, some are very small and re-
latively costly, particularly those in the
North-West. In spite of that, however, the
daily average eost of all departmental bos-
pitals, which azgregate 345 beds oceupied.
is only 10s. 84. That is inclusive of the
expense nf tha North-West hospitals, some
of which run to 18s. per day. Sometimes
they have only one patient and the stafl
has to be maintained just the same.

Mr. Teesdale: And they get 6s or 7s.
back for it.
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The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I need
not say much more regarding the medieal
part, but I wish to say something about
the public health side, The Estimates for
the public health side show an inerease of
£489—not a very big increase.  Work is
goeing on in tbe Health Department now
that is inereasing yearly, but I feel certain
that it is justified, and I believe the people
of the State thoronghly appreciate what is
being done from a preventive point of
view. I honestly believe that the more we
can educate the people from a preventive
point of view, the less we shall have to
spend to cure people in years to come., T
eonsider it money spent in the right divee-
tion. ' ' ' o o

Hon. G. Taylor: By ihe people you mean
the menfolk?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: There
i5 no doubt that the womenfolk as well as
the men appreciate it, and T shall gquote
evidence presently to prove it. The num-
her of school children medically examined
exceeded 14,000, over 3,000 of whom needed
medical attention. That is equal to 22 per
cent of the whole, but the figure does not
include the total defeects discovered, as for
many of them medical attention was not
necessary, and treatment for ecertain de-
feets eould be given in the home. It is
expected that a greater number of children
will be examined during the eurrent year
with a staff of three fuli-time oflicers in-
stead of two Ffull-time officers and one half-
time officer as in the past. During the
year an exchange of mmedical officers of
schools has been effected with the authori-
ties in Great Britain, I am pleased to say
that in this movement Western Australia
leads the other States of the Common-
wealth, It is the first instance of such an
exchange, and I am rather proud aof the
faet. I believe a medical officer of schools
of Western Australia can gain much useful
information and be of considerable value
to the British Gevernment by spending 12
monthks in the 0ld Country, gaining experi-
ence of the methods there and giving the
Home aathorities the benefit of what 1s
being done here. I am satisfied Western
Australia will gain by having an officer
aequiring experience in the examination of
sechool children partienlarly in the hig
cities of Epgland and making available
here the fruits of that experience.
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Mr. Davy: You are referring to Dr,
Stang, are you not®

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH. Yes.

Mr. Davy: Who worked out that bright
idea of an exchange?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH:
not know exsactly.

Mr. Davy: Did oot she work it out
herself ¥

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: No,
but she was pushful to get the job and I
give her credit for it. [ am pleased that
Dr. Stang was selected. Since she has
been in England T have had a couple of
letters from her and I am satisfied she is
the right woman in the right place because,
when she venquires information, she will
not be put off. She will get what
she is after, if it is possible to get
it. Therefore T am pleased with the
appointment. For school dental work
we now have three full-time dental officers.
A eondition of their employment is that they
shall put in two-thirds of each year in the
country distriets, and one-third in the metro-
politan area.  During the last ycar they
have examined the teeth of over 14,000 child-
ren, and from a dental point of view that
examination, like last year's, has discloserd
most unsatisfactory eonditions. I have here
a return releiing to one metropolitan school,
to which I desire to draw attention in order
to show the need for this class of work. It
refers to children eight years of age anil
under. The nuwmber of children examined
was 179. Treatment was completed for 89.
Treatment was commenced, but not com-
pleted, for 13. Treatment could not be com-
menced for nine, The total number treated
at the school was 111. The operations per-
formed inciude silver amalgam fillings 69,
copper amalgam fillings 208, silver nitrate
treatments 140, copper cement fillings 41,
extractions 227, and months cleaned 72
The average age of the children treated was
6l% years. The number of permanent teeth
treated was 523, the number of temporary
teeth 101. Here is the list of children ox-
amined and the number of bad teeth in each
ease. There were 18 childrenr with no bad
teeth, five with one bad tooth, nine with two
bad teeth, 14 with three, 15 with four, 18
with five, the same nwmber with six, 19
with seven, 16 with eight, 12 with pine, 10
with 10, eight with 11, the same number
with 12, five with 13, two with 14, three with
15, two with 16, and one child with 19 de-

I do
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cayed teeth. Can anyone expeet a child to
grow up healthy under those conditions?

Member: T think that is pretty exagger-
ated,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: No. 1
undertake to say it ean be vouched for,

My, Teesdale: What interest would the
dentist have in exaggerating?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Qut of
170 children eight years of age and under
attending that school, only 18 did not re-
quire some treatment of their teeth. On top
of that, nine out of those 18 had previously
been treated. So that, in point of faet, theve
were only nine children out of 179 who did
not regnire some dental treatment.

Hon. G. Taylor: That does not say much
for the future generation.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
facts convey to me that it is the Govern-
ment’s duty to do what they are doing in the
employment of dental officers, and that it
is up to the medical exnerts to aseertain
the conse of those conditions. It is not
muech use eontinuing to treat the children
vear after year unless we get at the reasan
why so wany require treatment.

Mr. Teesdale: Enock a bit off edueativa
and spend it on the children’s teeth.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: That
is what I believe should be done, and what
I shaill nse my best efforts to get dong in the
near future. With regard to infant health
work, fair progress has been made during
the last year. Fourteen centres are now
established, and T hope that during this
year three or four more will be established.
I bave had it put up to me times out of
number that the infant health centres were
some new fad introduced by the Health
Deparvtment or the Minister, that the West-
ern Australian public did not need them,
that the mothers of \Vestern Australia
would not bring their babies to them. 1
was convinced from the very first that the
mothers would do so in the interests of the
children themselves, and I am pleased to
he able to quote figures proving that the
mothers of Western Australia do want the
welfare centres and do attend them. The
return for the year from the 1st July, 1927,
to the 30th June, 1928, shows that 12 cen-
tres working the full year and one centre
that was in operation for only three months
were attended by 5,087 infants. The stat-
istics show that the total number of
babies born in Western Australia dur-
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ing the same year was 8,604, Thus
60 per cent. of the babies born in
Western Australia atlended one or other of
the 13 infant welfare centres. That is & com-
plete answer to the man or woman who
says that the people of Western Australia
do not want those centres,

Mr. Davy: Bat what is the catch?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: There
is no cateh at ali.

Mr. Davy: Perhaps some babies attended
a lot of times.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: No.
These are individoal babies. The total num-
ber of attendances of babies at cenitres was
some 43,000. Those are individual babies,
5,087 different babies. I wish to say—and
this applies more to country districts than
to the metropolitan area—that the people
most opposed to the infant welfare centres
are the doctors. For what reason, I leave hon,
members {o guess. I say, knowing it to be
true, thet in mang places opposition is pretty
severe to the establishment of infant welfare
centres, and that in the country distriets es-
pecially the opposition comes from medical
practitioners. I am positive that the mothers
and the future mothers of Western Australia
will ignore that opposition, and get the ad-
vice which, in my opinion, is of more benefit
than that of doctors during that partiemlar
period of infant life. As to other activi-
ties, I regret that we have not been able to
make more progress with regard to treatment
of mental deficients. In the psychologist we
have a lady who is eertainly enthusiastie, and
who I believe understands ber work. Dr.
Jones, the Commonwealth officer for investi-
gation and treatment of mental deficients,
who travels all the States of the Common-
wealth, recently visited Western Australia
and reported on the work being done by this
Stace’s psychologist. That report speaks for
itself, but I may mention that he character-
1ises the work done here as equal, if not
superior, to that done in some of the Eastern
States. Our psychologist to-day is working
under great disadvantages, The chief disad-
vantage is the inadequate accommodation
available for the {raining of mental deficients.
I hope we shall be able to overcome that dif-
ficulty and that we shall be able to provide
for the.proper treatment of these children
shortly. I have referred to other matters
dealt with by legislation, and I hope to have
the privilege to-morrow to introduce a Bill
that will enable ns to finance hospitals if the
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measure is agreed to. I have pleasure in sub-
mitting the Estimates for the Health De-
partment.

ME. SAMPSON (Swan) [1041]): I am
sure hon. members heard with astonishment
the statement of the Minister regarding the
condition of the teeth of the children in
our schools. There is certainly something
radically wrong,

My, Latham:
lime.

Mr, BAMPSON: There is probably some
deficieney in the food that the children
consume, and it is to be hoped that it wiil
be asecertained what the deficiency is. It
is suggested that there is an insufficiency
of lime, and I have heard it said that
goat’s milk might overcome the difficulty,
although I admit [ am not an expert on
goats. 1 wish to refer to the Wooroloo
Sanatorium and the need for the installa-
tion of an X-ray plant there. Medieal men
who have visited the institution have
pointed out the necessity for the provision
of that plant at the sanatorium in the
treatment of tuberculosis and kindred dis-
eases. Unless it is provided, there is not
the same chance of seecuring the best re-
sults from treatment. I understand the
Minister discussed this question with some
of the patients at Woorcloo and that he
promised that when money was available,
the plant would be provided. In response
to a question I asked, the Minister was
good enough to inform the House that a
suitable plant counld be obtained for £1,200.
So keen are many of the patients to secure
the advantages of an X-ray plant, that a
deputation representing them was anxious
to wait upon the Minister to stress the need
for the plant. The Minister dealt with the
matter sympathetically and indicated that
he was aware of the great need for it and
that it would be provided. The point is
that those who are suffering from tuber-
culosis are urged to go to Woorecloo at an
early stage thereby enabling the authorities
to treat the disease from the inception,
thus admitting of a greater chance to effect
a eure. If it is a fact that it is impossible
to combat the disease and to wateh its
progress effectively without the advaniage
of the X-ray plant, surely the expenditure
of £1,200 would be amply justified. If the
best facilities are not available in the shape
of necessary equipment, it is discouraging

It indicates a shortage of
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to the medical men in attendance but more
so to the patients themselves.

The Premier: How many years is it
sinee the medical men first asked for the
provision of an X-ray plant?

Mr. SAMPSON: I understand it is only
within the last few months that the neces-
sity had been partieularly stressed.

The Premier: They have gone on for
vears and it is only now that it is being
particularly stressed.

Mr. SAMPSON: Various experts who
have visited Wooroloo have peinted out the
disadvantage of not having the plant.

Hon. G. Taylor: Have the medical men
made applieation for the plant before?

The Minister for Health: Yes, four years
ago.

Mr. SAMPSON: I am advised that this
is the only institution of its kind in Aus-
tralia that is without an X-ray plant.

The Minister for Health: I do not know
abont that, but the Wooroloo Sanatorium
is the only institution of its kind in Auns-
tralia: there is nething to compare with
it.

Mr. SAMPSON: It is a very fGue institu-
tion, but [ cannot agree that it is the only in-
stitution where tuberculosis is treated. In
Sonth Australia there is a hospital for
consumptives in the Mt. Lofiy Ranges, and
I know there arc other sueh institutions in
other parts of Australia. T believe that at
each such institution plants are installed
sueh as are required at Woorcloo. Then
again I do not know that any very great
expense will be involved becanse I have as-
certained that patients are required to at-
tend in Perth for X-ray treatment.

The Minister for Health: Not treatment.

Mr. SAMPSON: No, X-ray examination.
If that is so, there would not be very much
cost involved; because, as will be seen in the
Estimates, there is £200 set down in the
fund to he provided for this purpose. In a
short period this would pay for the
necessary equipment for the sanatorium.
The work eould be done on the spot. The
health of many of the patients is suech that
they cannot properly come to Perth, and
some who should be X-rayed are not able to
come at all. I believe the Minister has had
inquiries made in respect of the sanatorinm.
The inquiry was made about four years ago,
and certain recommendations were submitfed,
I regret that T do nof know what those
recommendations were, I should like to urge
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that the X-ray equipment be provided.
Scientists say that without X-ray equipment
there can be no definite and certain know-
ledge as to the progress of the diseases
treated there, nor any assurance as to how
hest to handle those diseases. I do urge that
if it can be done, this X-ray plant should be
provided. 1t would very nearly pay for
itself in the saving of the amount now heing
spent on X-ray treatment in Perth.

HON. G. TAYLOR {(Mt. Margaret)
[10.33]: 1 desire to offer a few remarks on
this Vote. [ hope the Minister in future
will be able to handle the Medical Vote, so
far as it affects hospitals, without having to
resort to any form of street eolleetion. Those
collections are most unsatisfactory, their cost
is too greal and they serve to pester the
people. When we find that of £30,000 sub-
seribed in that way, £16,000 was colleeted by
two hospitals, we see that, while nohody is
inclined to support heavy taxation, there is
every justifieation for some form of taxation
to relieve the people of these exasperating
collections for hospitals. Long ago Parlia-
ment decided that it was the funetion of the
(tovernment to provide hospital treatment
for indigent people. That principle has been
laid down in all the States of the Common-
wealth. That being so it is for Parliaynent
to provide the necessary money by an equit-
able form of taxation, those who contribute
participating in the benefits to be dertved.
I hope that when this proposed taxafion
comes down we shall be relieved of any fur-
ther reports by the Minister controlling the
department as to how much money has been
collected here and how muech there*for the
purpose of maintaining hospitals. Hospital
charges in this State may appear to be very
high, vet in comparison with those in olher
parts of the Commonwealih it is sean that
they are not out of proportion. A litfle time
ago a member interjected that people are
better catered for in respect of hospital
treatment in the Eastern States. I venture
to say that when the population of the
Eastern Siates was the same as ours is to-
day, none of the Eastern Stafes had hos-
pitals equipped as well as those in Western
Australia are equipped. It is pleasing to
know that sueccessive Governments have re-
garded it as a funection of Government fo
help these in need of hospital treatment.
In the near future we shall have a Bill
dealing with hospital finance, and I hope
the scheme to be adopted will prove
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entirely successful. I am pleased to know
the Government have arranged for hospital
treatment at the Old Men’s Home. From
time to time in this House we have had dis-
cussions about the inadequate accommoda-
tion for those who are sick in that institn-
gion. } am sure the innovation will be of
great benefit, and I am pleased to think the
Government have supplied a nursing staff
and a well-equipped hospital ward down
there, The Wooroloo Sanatorium has been
in existence for about 15 years, and we have
heen treating tubercular patients fov about
24 years. In its earlier stages at Coolgardie,
ithe sanatorium had not the same accommoda-
tion as is provided to-day at Woorcloo, It
is generally believed by experfs that of
tubercular ecases taken in their earlier stages
something like 83 per cent. of cures can be
effected.

Mr. Chesson :
optimistic.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: 1 am inelined to think
so. From our experience at the Coolgardie
Sanatorium, at the infectious branch of the
Perth Hospital, located at Subiaco, and at
the Wooroloo Sanatorinm, one cannot set up
any reliable record of suecesses and failures,
hecanse for the most part the patients ad-
mitted have heen in an advanced stage of
the disense. People do not like to be told
that they are suffering from tubereulosis,
and so they keep away from medieal advisers
and in consequence fhe treatment is seriously
delayed. If there be any truth in the state-
ment that the medical profession are able to
cope with tuberculosis provided it is taken
in its eatlier stages, patients are very unwise
in keeping away from the experts. 1t shounld
e the function of the Wooroloo Sanatorium
and of the Medical Depariment to induce
people who feel that they have any lung
trouble to at once avail themselves of the
advice of the highest authority on tubercu-
Josis. If the disease were taken in its earlier
stages, no doubt we should have mueh better
snecess in its treatment. Up to date we have
not made mueh headway at Wooroloo, but
that is because the patients will not go there
until their ailment is well advanced.

Mr. Marshall: Other cases go there now,
hesides those with miners’ phthisis.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: All cases of tnberen-
losis are accepted there, but many of them
do not go until the disease is pretty well
advanced. I am trying to strike a warning.
note to people who have any idea that they

Those experts are pretty
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are suffering from tuberculosis. No matter
what their ages may be, they should go along
to be treated for the disease. By that simpla
means a good deal of the trouble we have

_to-day would be removed.

MISS HOLMAN (Forrest) [11.0]: I
wish to congratulate the Minister on the
work of his department. I consider it a
great thing that we have so many doetors
and dentists attending to sehool children, but
we bave not yet sufficient. In my distriet
theve are a couple of schools the ahildren of
which have not yet been examined, although
1 was promised that the examination at one
of the schools would be. carried out 12
months ago. 1 know the Minister's nitimate
ohjecl is to secure a travelling dental elinie,
in order that the teeth of children in the
country may be better attended to, and I
for one would welcome the advent of such
a clinic. TIn the Bouth-West the cost of ex-
tractions and fillings, together with travelling
expenses for mothers to get their children’s
teeth attended to, is something enormous; in
fact, in many instances it is quite prohibi-
tive. The teeth statisticz mentioned by the
Minister are dreadful, but we may take some
consolation from the infant welfara work.
Seecing that mothers are giving their children
the natural food and are being taught by
welfare clinics the essentials of the care of
children, it should make for improveament in
the teeth of the children, at any rate, of the
children now growing up. Regurding the
proposed tax for hospitals, T am glad the
Minister intends to introduce legislation. I
believe it will he for the benefit of the hos-
pitals, but I am under no delasion in think-
ing that it will do away with street collec-
tions, I understand the tax is intended to
create a hospital fund only and will not he
devoted to charitable institutions at all. Con-
sequently, the street collections and street
sile of sweep tickets will continue as before.
I shounld like the Minister to make provision
to cover them also and thus do away with
all collections in the streets. I was glad to
hear about the new hospital established at
the Old Men’s Home, and I should like tfo
know whether for the centenary a new home
will be provided for the old women. The
present home Ffor women is a Etwo-storied
building and, aecording to my ideas, is not
suitable for them. Apart from its unsuit-
ability there are various disadvantages, and
I should like to see something done. I know
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that the Minister is doing as much as pos-
sible with the limited amount of money at
bis disposal, but we must hope for the best.
T should like to see an X-ray plant installed
at the Wooroloo Sanatorium, because if
might be the means of saving some patients
in the early stages of the disease hy afford-
ing them an opportunity to be examined and
to obtain the necessary treaiment. I am
looking forward to the time when the doc-
tors and dentists will be able to examine all
the children in all the schools.

MR. LINDSAY (Toodyay) [11.3]: I lis-
tened with considerable interest to the Min-
ister’s ideas of subsidising hospitals in future.
On several occasions I have dealt with the
rate of subsidy paid by the Government per
patient per day, but I have not been able to
take the Minister to task, because the infor-
mation before the House was not supplied by
bhim. Now, however, we have information
from the Minister and 1 find that the same
anomalies that have existed in the past con-
tinue fo exist. Although the figures before
me deal with the year 1923-26 and we are
now dealing with the year 1927-28, I con-
sider that measures should be adopfed to put
assisied hospitals on something like an equal
basis. It is not fair that one hospital should
reccive a subsidy from the Government of
10d. per patient per day, while another hos-
pital receives 4s. 9d., both being the same
class of hospital. T am aware that that dis-
parity does not exist to-day, because I have
suceeeded in getiing the Minister to inerease
the subsidies to two hospitals in my electo-
rate, but it is not my fault that two of the
hospitals in my district receive the lowest
subsidy in the State. The Wyalcatchem and
Woodanilling hospitals are situated in agri-
cultural distriets, and while Wyalcatchem re-
ceives 8%%d. subsidy per patient per day,
‘Woodanilling receives 4s. 94d.

The Minister for Health: The Woodan-
illing hospita]l does not come in the same
category as the Wyalecatchem hospital.

Mr. LINDSAY : I agree that the Woodan-
illing bospital is slightly smaller, according
to the average number of beds ocenpied.

The Minister for Health: Woodanilling is
purely s maternity hospital and we are sub-
sidising the nurse.

Mr. LINDSAY: That may be so, but I
ean mention another in order to draw a com-
parison. The Beverley hospital reecives 1s,

-
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414d. and the Brookton hospital 2s, 344
per patient per day. The average number of
beds occupied in the Beverley hospital is
eight, while at Brookton the average iz 1.4,
but the people of the distriet have to
make up the deficiency. In other words, the
willing horse is still aliowed fo do an undus
proportion of the work. The people of one
district are allowed to collect more money
than the people of other districts. To thaf
I have taken exception in the past and I
ghall continue to do so.

The Minister for Health: You could draw
similar comparisons between departmental
hospitals, one of whieh, in the North-West,
costs three times as much as one in the
south.

Mr. LINDSAY: I am dealing with as-
sisted hospitals only. There should be some
method by which Government sobsidics
could be paid on an equal basis fo all such
hospitals. It is not very nice for the people,
who have been colleeting the eash to keep
their hospitals geing, to find that another dis-
triet 25, 50, or 100 miles away, is receiving
three or four times as much money
by way of Government subsidy. It is not
fair. I have expreesed that opinion on vari-
ous oceasions. .

The Minister for Health: I do not think
any one hospital is eollecting three or four
times as mueh as another.

Mr. LINDSAY: The figures I am dealing
with are headed “Rate of subsidy per patient
per day,” and that can mean only one thing
—the subsidy paid by the Government to
cach hospifal in respect of the number of
patients per day in the hospital. Most of
the figures for the various hospitals differ.

Hon. . Taylor: Are the conditions ¢om-
parable?

Mr. LINDSAY: Certainly they are. [
have not compaved hospitals on the gold-
fields or in districis adjacent to the agrieul-
tural areas with those in the agrieultural
areas. I have compared hospitals in the agri-
cultural areas and they should be about the
same,

The Minister for Health:
get them all the same.

T Mr. LINDSAY: In my district there are
five hospitals, and each one of them is on a
very low rate of subsidy.

The Minister for Health: They are on 2
higher subsidy than are hospitals in some dis-
tricts not as fortunate as your distriet is.

T wish I could
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Mr. LINDSAY: The Kellerberrin hos-
pital receives 2s. 31%4d. per patient per day,
while Goomalling hoespital receives only 104
Surely there is something comparable be-
tween those two districts. Why should Kel-
lerberrin have so much more than Goomal-
ling? The Minister has told me that fhe
subsidy is according to the number of
patients; but that does not work out in
practice. 1t is not very nive for me to be
told by my electors, “You have got us only
50 much for our hospital, and we
read that some other place has got three
or four times that amount.” There should
be some bhasis for computing the grants.
The Minister mentioned sweeps in aid of
bospitals. In my district a sweep for that
purpose was proposed, but on going inio
the proposal I found that the cost of eol-
fection wonld be over 40 per cent. of the
entire proceds, Thereupon I dropped the
matter. I agree with the Minister that some
other means of financing hospitals should
be found. 1 also agree with the member
for Forrest that even if a hospital tax were
imposed, considerable numbers of sweeps
would still be run, In my opinion the Min-
ister was perfectly right in introducing a
Bill to run sweeps for the benefii of hospi-
tals, and if he re-introduces it I for one will
support it. If a hospital tax does eome
about, the hospitals shonld be placed
on something like an equal footing. If
the subsidy is to be Gs. per day.
let it be fis. per day to all Government
assisted Thospitals in  country distriets.
The last time I brought up this question,
the member for Cue nearly bit my head
off. At Cue the amount is 12s.
6ed. per day. However, I acknowledge
that n goldfields hospital, built for a large
population and now used for veryr few poo-
ple, must be costly to run. But hospitais
that are comparuble shonld be placed on
something like an equal footing. That is
my reacon for making these remarks.

Progress reported.

House adjonrned at 11.14 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair a. -Li#
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—LAND SETTLEMENT,
PROCEDURE.

Hon. E. H. H. ITALL asked the Chicl Sec-
retary: 1, Is it a fact that—(a)} On the 7th
September last, all Crown land uorth of the
Mullewa railway and east of the Geraldton-
Ajana railway was withdrawn from select-
tion? (b) Numerous applications had been
made by selectors for land in this area, and
deposits paid on such applications cightecn
months hefore such withdrawal, and that the
Lands Department have held, and are still
holding, those deposits? (¢) In anticipa-
tion of the applications being granted the
applicants have ineurred considerable cx-
pense m clearving and fencing the land for
which their applications were mado? 2, If
these are the facts, do the Glovernment con-
sider that the ircaiment of the applicants is
reasonable andd proper, and that ihe pro-
cedure adapted is conducive to envouraging
scttlement on (he land?

The CHIEY SECRETARY replied: 1,
(2) Yes. (b) About 35 applications, some
of which were for 5,000 acres, and which
had bheen made at various dates, were can-
celled and the deposits were veturned, or are
being returned, to the applicants. (¢) It is
quite possible that in one or twa caves im-
provements have been made. Applicants
had no legal authority to do =o. 2, It was
considered advisable to withdraw the land
from s»lection until a classification has heen
completed and the Government havr informa-
tion to «uide them as to the area which should
be granted to any one person. Some few
pieees, which will not affeet thiz principle,
have heeu made available again.



